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HAPPY THANKSGIVING AND MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM FCBS OFFICERS AND REPRESENTATIVES!!!

2017 FCBS Officers
Chairman: Jay Thurrott
Vice Chairman: Patty Gonzalez

Bromeliad Society of South Florida
Michael Michalski, pgonza7782@aol.com
Patty Gonzalez, pat.gonzalez3@aol.com

Secretary: Betsy McCrory

Caloosahatchee Bromeliad Society

Treasurer: Sudi Hipsley

Vicky Chirnside, Email: dampearth@me.com

Parliamentarian: Betsy McCrory
Committee: Al Muzzel Weevil Fund

Pete Diamond Email: lygodium63@hotmail.com
Florida East Coast Bromeliad Society

Karen Andreas, Chairman, Email: Karen@digital.net Calandra Thurrott, Email: Calandra.thurrott@att.net
Rick Ryals, Email: rickryals@bellsouth.net
Tom Wolfe, Email: bromeliadsociety@juno.com
Jay Thurrott, Email: cajat@aol.com

Florida West Coast Bromeliad Society

FCBS Newsletter Editor

Ashely Graham, Email: adglaw@gmail.com

Carol Wolfe, Email: bromstudio@hotmail.com

Susan Sousa, Email: susansousa1@yahoo.com

FCBS Webmaster

Gainesville Bromeliad Society

Michael Andreas, Email: webmaster@fcbs.org

Tootie Richey Email: tootie2t@yahoo.com
Mary White Email: gatormary96@yahoo.com

FCBS Roster Maintenance
Susan Sousa, Email: susansousa1@yahoo.com

Sarasota Bromeliad Society
David Johnson: Davidjohnson929@comcast.net

Weevil Research
Howard Frank, PH.D, Email: jhfrank@ufl.edu

Seminole Bromeliad & Tropical Plant Society

Ron Cave, PH.D, Email: rdcave@ufl.edu

Sudi Hipsley, Email: sudii@embarqmail.com

Teresa M. Cooper, PH.D

Greg Kolojeski, Email:
greg@gregstropicalgarden.com

Email: SFBCP@savebromeliads.com
MEMBER SOCIETIES & REPRESENATIVES
Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay
Tom Wolfe, bromeliadsociety@juno.com
Carol Wolfe, bromstudio@hotmail.com
Bromeliad Society of Central Florida
Betsy McCrory, Email: betsymccrory@aol.com
Mike Saunders Email: presbyter64@gmail.com

BSI Officers and Directors from Florida
Jay Thurrott Past President, cajat@aol.com
Rick Ryals, Vice-President, rickryals@bellsouth.net
Directors: Bruce Holst, bholst@selby.org; Barbara
Partagas, bpartagas@bellsouth.net; Alex Bello. abello1@dadeschools.net; Gregory Kolojeski,
greg@kolojeski.com; Archives Committee: Steven
C. Provost, 3fox3@att.net; Journal Editor: Alan
Herndon, aherndon@bsi.org
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I love Bromeliads...By Carol Wolfe, Editor
We hope you enjoyed the previous issue of the FCBS Newsletter. If a picture is worth a
1000 words then we were very ‘Wordy” in the August edition with 100 pictures plus covering
the 2017 Extravaganza and the Judged BSI Bromeliad Show by Bromeliad Society of Central
Florida (BSCF). I hope you enjoyed the photos and if you didn’t attend the BSCF show, I hope
the photos of the beautifully grown bromeliads will encourage you to go next year. Our hats off
to the BSCF members for a beautiful show!
The Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay, as the host society of the Extravaganza, relied heavily
on the FCBS representatives attending to help us. The reps were tremendous workers and we
had a very successful event with their help. Your society can be proud of the way your reps
represented you with all their hard work at the Extravaganza.
It may take a village to raise a child (per a claim by an author of a children’s book) but it
certainly took a lot of bromeliad folks in Florida to hold an Extravaganza! Tom and I want to
thank each person that helped: BGTB Board and BGTB members, FCBS reps, decorating committee, speakers, for all the FCBS members that contributed 110 items to the FCBS’s auction,
the Tampa Fox TV station and area newspapers, to everyone that placed ads in our program,
lobby exhibit, host for opening up their gardens for the bus tour, refreshments servers, baskets
makers and members that contributed items for the baskets, the rare plant auction chairs and
their team, auctioneer and committee members, vendors, anyone that I failed to mention and
last but not least, YOU for attending!
Our final registration was 172 attendees and after all expenses were paid, we made over
$9,400 for the BGTB from a percentage of the bromeliad sales, books, and baskets. The proceeds will go a long way in ensuring the club’s financial future as well as keeping membership
fees low, making donations to worthy causes, and providing other enjoyable benefits for the
membership. The auction proceeds for the FCBS were $5,068.29, These monies will continue
to support the endeavors of the Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies. This was a hugh accomplishment and an amazing group of people bound by a common cause, working together,
made it a successful Extravaganza as well as reaping the financial rewards for BGTB and
FCBS. You are a great group of people!
This issue will cover the Hurricane IRMA as it moved south to north across Florida and included are some pictures from Mike and Patty Michalski of their home and nursery in Miami
after IRMA passed. Included also are some pictures after the storm and the remarkable recovery
they have made since that time.
Our thanks to Teresa Cooper, PhD, who always keeps us informed of the progress to save
Florida’s bromeliads from the invasive weevil, Metamasius callizona, in her quarterly Mexican
Bromeliad Weevil Report. However, another insidious enemy, Hurricane IRMA, also required
saving the bromeliads and a lot of effort and energy went into protecting the bromeliads being
used for experimentation. Thanks to Tom Wolfe for his article on Aechmea blanchetiana, which
is always the focal point of our landscaping, to Jay Thurrott on his articles, “Adventures in Seed
Growing “Pot Luck”, welcoming article about our newest affiliate to the FCBS, Treasure Coast
Bromeliad Society, and an article about Carole and Rick Richtmyer’s speaking circuit through
Florida. Thanks to Vickie Chirnside and Mike Michalski for pictures, and Theresa Bert, PhD
for sharing her Extravaganza pictures. Have a great holiday with your family and friends!
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DOWN MEMORY LANE EXTRAVAGANZAS
By Carol Wolfe

2008 Extravaganza at Tampa Sheraton

2008 Bob & Paula Benway greeted registrants as they arrived.

The Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay (BGTB) has hosted four Extravaganzas which were held in
1991, 1999, 2008, and currently 2017 sponsored by the FCBS.
In 1991, we were preparing for the Club’s first World Bromeliad Conference (WBC) to be held at
Saddlebrook in 1992. We held sales at the Tampa Garden Club and at 4:00 PM, we closed the sales
and the dinner was catered in the same building. The BGTB profited $5738 from the sales and the
FCBS auction netted $5270 and after expenses, generously donated one-half of the proceeds to the
BGTB to help finance the BSI World Conference. The income from the event put the club on a solid
financial foundation to hold the conference.
The following year,1992, the
BSI WBC was held at Saddlebrook with 570 attendees and the
club profited over $25,000, donating to many worthy causes which
included $5000 to the FCBS.
In 1999, I was President of the
Club and Newsletter Editor and
we held a Show at the Tampa Garden Center and an Extravaganza at
the Tampa Holiday Inn with over
150 attendees. It was one busy
year!
In 2008, Verna Dickey, Bob
and Paula Benway shared the
Chairmanship of the Extravaganza
and it was a wonderful event.
Dave Fulkerson made a rotating
bromeliad tree for the lobby and
Kay Miller made a beautiful arrangement in the lobby enjoyed by
2008 Kay Miller’s
197 registrants.
2008 Dave Fulkerson’s rotating bromeliad tree.

bromeliad arrangement.
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Mexican Bromeliad Weevil Report
August - October 2017
Teresa Marie Cooper
Save Florida’s Bromeliads Conservation Project
Newberry, Florida
At the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary (EFS), the forest had overgrown and obscured the trails that we maintain between the Forest Gardens, where we grow our young giant airplants. For the Beauveria and Camouflage experiment that we will be doing at EFS, Trail Plants (medium and large giant airplants attached
to cedar sticks) will be placed along these
trails; therefore, in preparation of this experiment, we began cleaning these trails, as well
as breaking new trails.
However, our efforts were set back by Hurricane Irma, which passed through Florida
midSeptember. The Thursday before Hurricane Irma struck, we collected the Garden
and Trail Plants from the Forest. As we did
with Hurricane Matthew, we put the Garden
Plants in the screen house near the Visitor’s
Center, on top of overturned benches (Figure
1), and we tied down the Conservation
Cages.
Figure 1. During Hurricane Irma, Garden Structures, with
giant airplants, were removed from the Enchanted Forest
Sanctuary and kept safe in the screen house near the
Visitor’s Center.

We put the Trails Plants inside the Visitor’s
Center, on overturned tables (Figure 2). Tiffany Gray, Naturalist at EFS and volunteer with
the Save Florida’s Bromeliads Conservation Project (SFBCP), was the first to check on our
plants after the hurricane had passed. She reported that the Cages, the Garden Plants, and the
Trail Plants were all well. She moved the Trail
Plants outside, where they could receive
sunlight, and she kept them watered for the next
couple of weeks, until we were able to return to
the plants to the forest (Figures 3).
Figure 2. During Hurricane Irma, Trail Plants were removed
from the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary and kept safe in the
Visitor’s Center.
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Figure 3. Angie Howell and Madison Giuntoli returning Trail Plants to the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, after Hurricane

Hurricane damage at the Enchanted Forest included toppled trees and a lot of debris fallen from
the canopy, as well as many giant airplants. Volunteers Lora Losi (recently returned from the
north), Angie Howell, Madison Giuntoli, Rachel Freier, and Tiffany Gray rescued 46 medium
giant airplants from the forest floor. We
have begun attaching these plants to cedar sticks (Figure 4) and putting them on
the Garden Trails, where they will be part
of the Beauveria-Camouflage experiment. The hurricane, as well as a subsequent rain system, caused extensive
flooding at the Enchanted Forest (Figures
5 and 6). Donna Day and Ernie Winn reported flooding and tree damage at the T.
Mabry Carlton, Jr. Memorial Reserve.
They removed and secured their Garden
Plants, as well as tarped and tied down
their Conservation Cages, for the duration of the storm. The plants, cages, and
people survived the storm intact and well.
Figure 4. Angie Howell and Madison Giuntoli preparing a Trail Plant. Reports from other natural areas report
similarly.
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Figure 5. Water in the Addison Canal topped the bridge in the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, after Hurricane Irma.

Figure 6. Flooding on Coquina Trail, at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, after Hurricane Irma.

The Garden Plants were counted on 25 September 2017, by myself and Angie Howell, then
completed on 27 September 2017 by Angie Howel and Martha Pessaro. Data is being input by
Angie Howell and will subsequently be analyzed.
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On 5 August 2017, I attended the 2017
Bromeliad Extravaganza at the Clarion
Hotel, in Tampa, Florida, where I presented posters on the SFBCP (Figures 7
and 8) and collected $28.75 for the Al
Muzzell Weevil Fund (AMWF). There
was a good crowd at the event and the
posters were well received. Tom (Figure
9) and Carol Wolfe did a great job making
the Extravaganza happen.
I also received, via Howard Frank, $20.00
from Ron Schoenau (Gainesville Bromeliad Society), donated to the AMWF. The
AMWF is managed by the Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies; all funds are
used for the conservation project and donations are tax deductible.

Figure 7. Dr. Teresa Cooper presenting Save Florida’s
Bromeliads Conservation Project posters at the
2017 Bromeliad Extravaganza in Tampa Florida.

Figure 8. The 2017 Bromeliad
Extravaganza in Tampa Florida.

Figure 9. Tom Wolfe with his bromeliads,
at the 2017 Bromeliad Extravaganza in
Tampa Florida.

Presentations
Cooper TM. 5 Aug 2017. Save Florida’s Bromeliads
Conservation Project. 2017 Bromeliad Extravaganza. Clarion Hotel, Tampa, Florida. Poster presentation.
Cooper TM. 29 Sep 2017. Save Florida’s Bromeliads Conservation Project. New College, Sarasota,
Florida.
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Aechmea blanchetiana
by Tom Wolfe
Known as a landscaper’s best bromeliad friend, this species
is widely grown and used by Florida landscapers from central Florida on south to the keys. It can be found on private properties,
commercial properties, as well as around public building, parks and
even on road right-of- ways in full sun.
It was first mentioned in the 1958 BSI Journal, Volume 8(l)4, then
called the BSI Bulletin. Julian Nally’s article depicted his collection in
Gotha, Florida where in December 10 and 11, 1957, temperatures
dropped to 24° F with daytime temperatures in the low forties. Aechmea
blanchetiana sustained considerable damage but produced offsets and
survived.
Aechmea blanchetiana photo by Carol Wolfe

Again in 1982, BSI Journal, Volume 32(1)44, Aechmea blanchetiana
was pictured in the collection of Roberta Burle Marx, Rio De Jenerio,
Brazil, where it is said to be found in the coastal scrub vegetation of the

Brazilian state of Bahia.
A mature plant will typically have a 36” to 45” rosette composed of 14 to
22 leaves. The scape of the inflorescence may reach up to 6 feet in height
and is laxly branched. The colors of the foliage range from celery green to
yellow, orange or red. This species is named after Blanchet, an European
plant explorer, who collected many species of plants in the first half of the
l9th Century.
I was first introduced to Aechmea blanchetiana in May of 1988 at the Miami Magic World Bromeliad Conference in Miami, Florida. One of the
garden tour stops was at the home of Mike and Jane Keys. They had a meticulously manicured yard with wall to wall bromeliads. Among the outstanding areas was a bed of A. blanchetianas, all with great orange colored
foliage. Mike was selling a few at prices a little beyond my budget so Hazel Quilhot and I decided to get one with a pup and split the cost. We
flipped a coin for the plant and she wound up with the plant, and I got the
pup. So that was the beginning of my growing Aechmea blanchetiana.

Beautiful row of A. blanchetiana
photo taken in Ft. Lauderdale in Jose
Donayre’s backyard surrounding the
pool.

A row of A. blanchetiana taken in the front yard of Maureen & Bill Frazel’s home in Ft. Lauderdale
who have been growing bromeliads for 43 years. Photos by Carol Wolfe
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A. blanchetiana cv Wally Berg at
The Marie Selby Botanical Gardens in Sarasota.
Photo by Carol Wolfe
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Adventures in Seed Growing – “Pot Luck”
By Jay Thurrott
Not everyone is aware of it, but the BSI maintains a Seed Bank that is accessible to
members who wish to try their hand at growing bromeliad species from seed.
Somehow there is something very satisfying about growing your own plants from
seed, to maturity, bloom and ultimately to seed once again and if you’ve never
tried this, I highly recommend it. I began by accessing some of the seeds available
through BSI some years ago and, in return, have done my best to donate seeds to the bank whenever
they become available from my own plants. I make it a point however, to restrict my seed collections to
species plants only since I’ve always been led to believe that growing seeds collected from hybrid bromeliads will likely produce plants displaying a wide range of characteristics quite unrelated to the seed
parent. I never gave this much thought before, although I have tried growing seed from Aechmea coelestis var. albo-marginata (a very nice variegated cultivar) and Aechmea gamosepala ‘Lucky Stripes’ (a
named cultivar, but not a hybrid) only to find that none of the seedlings retained the attractive variegation of the seed parents. These seedling plants grew to maturity and bloomed, but none of the offsets
ever showed signs of developing the variegation that made the original, parent plants so attractive – no
point in trying that again!
I have also noticed that in addition to some of my species plants, hybrids in my collection occasionally set seed as well and so, as an experiment I set about collecting and germinating some of those seeds
to see what sort of plants would develop. Would they grow to look like the seed parent, one of the parents of the hybrid, or something in between? Neoregelia seeds tend to germinate and grow very quickly
so, to get started, I collected seed from two attractive Neos. that appeared to have set seed all on their
own. Before starting this project, I also made it a point to clearly label each pot of seedlings. None of
these plants were to ever be shared with friends so that any resulting confusion over names and appearances of plants could be avoided – there’s enough confusion out there already without adding to it! The
seedlings were all grown under identical conditions to avoid the possibility of any variations in appearance to be due to different growing environments.
Neoregelia ‘Blushing Tiger’ is a small to medium sized hybrid registered by Lisa Vinzant of Hawaii
in 1996 and has been a favorite with bromeliad growers everywhere for its distinctive reddish banding
on both the top and bottom surfaces of the leaves and beautiful ‘blush’ that extends out from the center
of the plant at maturity. Seeds from my plant germinated within a few days and grew very quickly –
resulting in my separating and repotting the seedlings several times as they outgrew their containers.
The result: everything from no banding on yellowish leaves on some plants to a reddish speckling on the
surface of the leaves on others. Some plants grew to form misshapen rosettes with a faint band-

ing on the top of the leaves only and still others had no speckling or banding, but instead had an
orange/red color to the entire plant.
Neo. ‘Blushing Tiger’ seedling with
no markings on yellowish leaves.

Neo. ‘Blushing Tiger’ seedling
with speckling on yellowish
background-top surface only.
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Neo. ‘Blushing Tiger’ meet the parent plant!

The second group of hybrid seeds came from a quite large Neoregelia that was given to me at the New
Orleans World Conference as a judges’ gift. This plant had no registered name, but instead a listed parentage of Neoregelia [(‘Hannibal Lector’ x carcharodon) x johannis x ‘Tiger’)] x #7260(hard to get that
all on one plant tag!). These seeds also germinated quickly and grew so rapidly that it seemed I was forever repotting them. The end result: Certainly nothing to brag about!
Parent plant showing offset with
strong markings

Seedlings nearing
maturity with no
markings, plain
green leaves

In this case there was much more uniformity in the appearances of the seedlings than in those of
Neo. ‘Blushing Tiger’. None of the seedlings developed markings on leaves that were all plain green,
top and bottom although the impressive spines along the leaf edges reflected the Neo. carcharodon parentage (grand-parentage?).
At this point, I believe that all of the seedlings in the experiment are destined for the compost, however it has certainly been fun watching them grow
and I’ll probably continue to sprout seeds from hybrids on occasion, if only for
the entertainment value.
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Minutes of the June 24, 2017 Meeting of the
Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies
Please Note these are DRAFT MINUTES (To be approved or corrected at the
next FCBS meeting in Gainesville, Feb. 24, 2018)
The meeting was called to order by chairman Jay Thurrott. Jay thanked the
Florida West Coast Bromeliad Society for hosting the meeting and the excellent lunch. We had 3 guests. The representatives introduced themselves and which society or
committee that are representing.
Minutes were accepted. Motion by Rick Ryals, seconded by Carolyn Schoenau, motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report-Weevil Fund receives all donations through PayPal unless noted. It was
suggested that an additional line under Comments be added for donations for other areas of the
council. Treasurer’s report will be filed for audit.
Webmaster Report-New pictures from Thailand; Don Beadle’s pictures and catalogs; Extravaganza has a new page.
Newsletter-August 15 next newsletter; Carol Wolfe appreciated all the pictures and articles that
have been submitted; Need list of speakers by December. Deadline for the upcoming newsletter is July 15.
Weevil-Dr. Teresa Cooper is in New Mexico-Jan-Apr conservation program for raising bromeliads to put into cages. Fungal problem has been taken care of; 19% weevil death.
FCBS Roster-Extra rosters were given out to the reps to give to their societies to give to their
members.
Old Business
Extravaganza-Tom Wolfe reported that ads need to be in by July 15; reminded 5 plants or bromeliad related products for rare plant auction per society; postcard sent out to Florida Federation of Garden Clubs (free plant w/card); Carol Wolfe doing great job on publicity; there will be
tote bags w/goodies; newsletter editors please put info in society newsletters; post to your Facebook page; be sure to ask the host hotel for the west wing upgrade when make reservations.
This is the Florida Council 40th Anniversary. There was a motion to have a banner made up
stating the 40th Anniversary of the Florida Council not to exceed $300, Motion by Rick Ryals;
seconded by Steve Provost; motion carried. Friday night will be the celebration where history
of the council will be given by Rick Ryals and Jay Thurrott.
Dues Structure-Steve Provost, Sudi Hipsley and Rick Ryals is on the committee and reported
the following:
1-49 members-$50; 50-74 members-$75; 75+ members $100
Vickie Chirnside made a motion to table the dues issue until next meeting; seconded by Mike
Michalski, motion carried.
Standing Rules & Bylaws-All comments to Ashley by July 31, 2017. Some additions were
submitted for review. Be prepared to vote next meeting.
Non-Affiliated Florida Bromeliad Societies-Tom Wolfe made a motion to invite nonaffiliated societies an introduction price of $100 per society good until December 31, 2018 to
join the FCBS; seconded by Greg Kolajeski, motion carried.
(continued on next page )
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FCBS minutes continued:
BSI News-117 registered for BSI conference; journal is in the mail; 66 fund-$64,362.95
FCBS Historian-Use the UCF staff that is already set up for the BSI Society News followed.
Next meeting will be October 28, 2017 hosted by the Bromeliad Society of South Florida
New Business: Minutes-Draft minutes are on the website until approved at the next meeting. Ashley Graham made a motion that the minutes need to be to the representatives within
2 weeks after the meeting, the representative then has 2 weeks to review the minutes and
send the secretary any corrections or additions and the minutes will then go to the newsletter
editor to put into the newsletter and to the webmaster for the website; seconded by Linda
Sheetz; motion carried.
Officer Rotation-will stay the same
BSI Judges School-Another judge’s school is in the works. They need 15 students; $25 per
class; 5 classes eight hours each. Please talk this up at your society meetings since we need
judges.
Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Betsy McCrory, BSCF, Secretary

FCBS Representatives (left to right): Greg Kolojeski, from Seminole Bromeliad and Tropical Plant Society, Vicky
Chirnside from Caloosahatchee Bromeliad Society, Mike Saunders from the Bromeliad Society of Central Florida
and from the stairway above is Mike Michalski from the Bromeliad Society of South Florida, meeting at the home
of Susan and Larry Sousa in St. Petersburg, Florida.
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St. Petersburg, FL June 2017
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FCBS Welcomes the Treasure Coast Bromeliad Society
as a New Affiliate
By Jay Thurrott

The Bromeliad Society of South Florida hosted the fall meeting of the Florida Council at the
home of Mike Michalski and Patty Gonzalez on October 28th. At this meeting the Florida
Council of Bromeliad Societies formally accepted the application of the Treasure Coast Bromeliad Society to become the newest member of the council. The unanimous vote to accept their
application now increases the membership of affiliates in the council to 12 clubs located
throughout the state.
The Treasure Coast Bromeliad Society meets on the last Monday of each month at the St.
Lucie Agricultural Center at 8400 Picos Rd. in Ft. Pierce. Check out their website at tcbromeliadsociety.org
In other action taken at this meeting, the council unanimously accepted a recommendation
to change the annual dues structure for affiliate clubs from one assessed based on the number of
members per club (which increased or decreased each year as clubs increased or decreased in
size) to a flat annual membership fee that is independent of club membership size.
This was the last meeting of the year for the council with the next meeting to be hosted by
the Gainesville Bromeliad Society in February 2018. New officers for the year will take their
seats at this meeting and revisions to the
council’s by laws will be voted on.
Although it was a rainy day in South
Florida as tropical storm Philippe skirted
the state, council representatives could still
appreciate Patty’s hard work in restoring
their beautiful landscape after the mess created by Hurricane Irma.

Goudae ospinae gruberi (formerly
Vriesea ospinae gruberi), Neoregelia ‘Martin and Neo. ‘Ardie’ looking great in the landscape.
Photos by Jay Thurrott
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Carol and Rick Richtmyer
Houston, Texas
Present Programs Across the State
By Jay Thurrott
A benefit for bromeliad societies that belong to the Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies and
one that readers may not be aware of is the ‘Speaker Reimbursement Program”. The purpose of
this program is to assist FCBS member societies financially to bring in quality out of state
speakers that they might not otherwise consider - provided that at least two or more societies
participate in sharing the costs incurred by the speaker. To this end, FCBS can assist with the
speaker’s travel and lodging expenses by reimbursing documented expenses up to a maximum
of $1000 per event.
Most recently, Calandra and I had the pleasure of attending a program presented by Carol and
Rick Richtmyer at a meeting of the Bromeliad Society of Central Florida.
Carol is a well-known Cryptanthus hybridizer and Secretary of the Cryptanthus Society. Rick is
a fancier of those spiky ones – the terrestrials. Both are master bromeliad show judges and reside in Houston, Texas.
This was the last of 4 programs that the Richtmyers were presenting to Florida societies, beginning with the Caloosahatchee
Bromeliad Society on June 18th, , followed by the Sarasota Bromeliad Society on June 19th, the Bromeliad Society of South
Florida on June 20th (Mike Michalski of BSSF organized this
series of programs, applied for FCBS funding under the
Speaker Reimbursement Program and received the approval of
the council over 6 months in advance), and finally the Bromeliad Society of Central Florida on June 21st .
Carol Richtmyer at Leu Gardens in
Orlando. Carol is Secretary of the
Cryptanthus Society and well known
hybridizer.

For those who were able to attend
one of these 4 programs, I think you
would have to agree: Great program
– thank you Carol and Rick! For those who were not able to attend –
you should have been there! You missed something really special.
This was the perfect example of what the FCBS Speaker Reimbursement Program was intended to accomplish. The program were scatCarol presented a Powertered around the state so that regardless of where you lived, you
Point program on “the
wouldn’t have to travel a long distance to be able to hear these excelEarth Stars”
lent speakers. As a bonus, I’ve been told that each of these 4 programs
brought in potential new members to the clubs, thanks to their advance publicity. Kudos to
Mike for bringing this all together! Let’s see more initiatives like this through the council.
Photos by Jay Thurrott
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HURRICANE IRMA RAGES THRU FLORIDA
By Carol Wolfe
After days of counting sales tags, tallying up the totals, checking and rechecking figures, tying up
loose ends from the Extravaganza, we were looking forward to some relaxing days; however, that desire was short lived as we watched Hurricane Harvey make its approach to Texas, followed by IRMA
storming up the center of the state and then weeks of California fires.
We watched as Harvey blew into Rockport, Texas, home of Steve Reynolds but fortunately, we
found out later that Steve did not have very much damage to his home. As Harvey blew into Houston,
we thought of our bromeliad friends, Rick and Carole Richtmyer. Tom called several times and always
found their home was high and dry although the neighborhood was flooded. Former BSI President,
Odean Head’s property was also dry, and later we learned that Ray and Cynthia Johnson of Beaumont
had water up to the roof of their home. As far as we know, most of our Texas friends are allright.
Hurricane IRMA was an extremely powerful and catastrophic hurricane and we were glued to the
TV watching the “spaghetti models” as it moved north. According to the news, the it was the strongest
observed in the Atlantic since 2005. Although many hurricanes have skirted Tampa this one appeared
to be on a direct path.
Tampa’s last hurricane was in 1921 with the loss of lives and downtown Tampa flooded. One of
our BGTB members who has passed away in 1991, Mary Estelle Van Hyning, wife of Art Van Hyning,
grew up in Tampa and lived on the Bayshore. She is the only person I ever knew who went through
the 1921 hurricane. Mary Estelle said she was a young girl when the hurricane hit Tampa Bay and when
it was over, she was holding onto the top of a palm tree which saved her life.
We decided to stay put during the storm’s migration south to north through Florida and we considered that we would be on the better side of the hurricane, (west side) but on Sunday morning the
weather projections changed and the forecasters said IRMA would move west over Tampa Bay which
would put us on the east side of the storm. We kept praying and a few hours before the storm arrived,
forecast predictions changed its course to the east side of us.
The amazing part, as the storm moved north, water was sucked out of Tampa Bay and people actually walked across the bay on land. There was much talk of a tsunami and terrible flooding but after the
storm there was a slow rollback of water into the bay with minimum flooding.
We had tons of debris from the trees, but no loss of trees (which I prayed feverently that God
would protect these wonderful oak trees that Tom planted over 40 years ago) and we did not lose
power although millions of Floridians were without power. Although the wind was very strong, the
bromeliads looked good after the storm and our greenhouses were unharmed.
Our nephew’s church in NC, prayed for all Florida families in each Sunday service and many
others called and emailed assuring us they too were praying. We were especially touched by BSI President, Lyn Wegner’s email and if you have not read it, I asked Lyn’s permission to share it (Lyn is President of the BSI and lives in South Africa):

Subject: Hurricane Harvey and Irma
I send this from not only me but from all of us who don’t live in the areas affected by these 2 major hurricanes
which have caused so much devastation and loss.
The rest of the world has had you in their thought and prayers and continues to think of you as you recover from
the flooding and winds and try to restore your homes and properties and surroundings.
We have watched our news channels in horror.
I have been in contact with some of you but to those I haven’t reached you most certainly have been on my mind.
Steve Reynolds has confirmed the Guild Show scheduled for October will go ahead as planned. Unfortunately
the hotel deposits are not refundable.
Thinking of you as you face the major task of trying to get your lives and everything else in order.
Lyn

We appreciate Lyn’s words of encouragement and are grateful to God for his hand of protection over
us and for all prayers, near and far.
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HURRICANE IRMA RAGES THRU FLORIDA
Pictures by Mike Michalski
The top picture is at the home and nursery of Mike and Patty Michalski in Miami after
Hurricane Irma marched through Florida (like the expression, Sherman on Georgia) leaving destruction in its pathway. The storm hit many of our bromeliad members, damaging
their nurseries, homes, and leaving millions without power. However, in the weeks since,
much work has been done by Patty restoring the landscape in front of the house while
Mike has worked hard restoring their bromeliad nursery. The transformation is amazing
and I cannot image the amount of energy they have put into the restoring of their property.
Mike said the first week it was eight hours per day working, the next week it was 7
hours, and so forth until the workday has now dropped to a few hours a day. It has been
a tremendous transformation of the damaged nursery and landscape in the weeks since
and yet Mike and Patty willingly opened their home to the Florida Council of Bromeliad
folks for their quarterly meeting. They had others offer to host the meeting but they
wanted to have the meeting and they did all the cooking, making Patty’s award winning
chili and Mike’s delicious homemade jambalaya. Patty and Mike, thank you for allowing
us to come and we don’t know how you pulled it off but thanks for your wonderful
spirit of hospitality and for the delicious food!!!

Broken greenhouse frames,
fences down, shade cloth ripped
apart and missing, trees blown
down, bromeliads off the
benches and hanging racks
piled on top of one another was
some of the effect of the hurricane, IRMA on the Michalski’s
nursery.
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Effect of Hurricane Irma on Mike Michalski’s nursery in Miami
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AFTER IRMA Patty landscaped the front of the
house with bromeliads and
a variety of colorful clay
pottery, statues, and lime
stone rocks. Photos Carol Wolfe
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Mike’s Nursery in the process of being restored, cleaning of debris, trees removed, and shade cloth replaced.

Mike’s work in the weeks since IRMA are
progressing but there is still much work to
be done to fully restore the nursery. However, like many of their fellow bromeliad
growers and families across Florida, they
weathered the storm safe and sound and that
is a true blessing!
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Caloosahatchee Bromeliad Society’s Sale and Show, December 2 & 3, 2017
Dates: Friday, December 1st …..Show and Sale open to Judges and Workers Saturday 9AM4PM
December 2nd…..Show and Sale open to the public Sunday 10AM-3PM
December 3rd….Show and Sale open to public
Location: ARABA SHRINE TEMPLE 2010 Hanson Street Fort Myers, FL
2018 BSI Judges’ School
REGISTRATION FORM
BSI JUDGES SCHOOL
EASTERN JUDGING DISTRICT
I am interested in taking the BSI Judges Schools I through VI and I agree to pay
for Schools I & II in advance.
NAME:
______________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS:
___________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE:
____________________________________________ZIP:________________
PHONE: _____________________________EMAIL:_______________________________
Please answer the following questions:
I am a member of the Bromeliad Society International____________________
I am a member of the BSI affiliate society: _______________________________
I own (or can borrow) a BSI Judges, Exhibitors & Affiliates Handbook: ______
I grow at least 50 bromeliads in at least 10 different genera: ________________
(If you don’t now, you will soon!)

May 29 – June 3, 2018 BSI World Bromeliad Conference in San Diego, California
Registration: $390 3-1-2017 until to 5-1-2018; $425 at door
Paradise Point Resort $184 + taxes for double occupancy per night
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CAROLYN SCHOENAU CELEBRATES HER BIRTHDAY OCTOBER 26TH
Carolyn and Ron Schoenau attended the Miami Florida Council Meeting at
the home of Mike and Patty Michalski and the Michalski’s surprised her with
a birthday cake as the FCBS representatives sang “Happy Birthday”. Also
Rick Ryals, surprised her with the second birthday cake so there was lots of
Happy Birthday! Photo
cake to eat!
by Vickie Chirnside
Carolyn and Ron were representing the Gainesville Bromeliad Society
(GBS), originally known as the Jacksonville Bromeliad Society (JBS). Many of us remember
the hard-working JBS members like Tinker Musleh, Nelda Schwartz, Nick and Pat Ciccarella
who led the group and were great cooks as well. After many of the shows, they invited the
Judges and their families to a delicious meal they cooked. To this day, I still use their delicious
trchocolate cookie recipe! (You will find the recipe on the last page of the newsletter!)
Ron gave a talk to the society in 1977 and he and Carolyn became members at that time.
Carolyn served as the Treasurer for many years. At one time the Schoenau’s had over 900 bromeliads but finally reduced their number to 550! They continue to work hard in the Gainesville
Bromeliad Society and the FCBS.
Carolyn is no stranger to work having worked 29 years as the Business Manager of the Department of Anesthesiology, UF College of Medicine, Gainesville, Florida.
Carolyn and Ron were in charge of Society and Commercial Plant Sales in 1980 Orlando
WBC “30 Years and Growing” and the 1992 WBC “Bromeliad Safari” held in Tampa. She was
the Co-Chair of the 1996 World Bromeliad Conference (WBC) “Orlandiana ‘96” held in Orlando, Florida. Carolyn was the Bromeliad Society International (BSI) Registrar for the 2000
WBC held in San Francisco, “Rushing for Gold” and Registrar again for the 2002 WBC,
“Beach Party” held in St. Petersburg, Florida.
In 2004, she was Chairman of the FCBS and in 2007, she was appointed the Affiliates Show
Chair for the BSI. Carolyn and Ron are both Master Judges and they were Show Co-Chairs of
the 2006, “Bromeliads on the Border” WBC in San Diego. In 2012, she Co-Chaired and worked
as the Finance Chair for the 2012 WBC,
“Orlandiana”.
Carolyn has judged every BSI World
Conference since 1980 except 2006 when
she was Show Chair, she was BSI Membership Secretary for 7 years and BSI Affiliated
Shows Chair for 3 years.
Tom Wolfe was President of the BSI for
six years and served on the BSI Board for 14
years and during that time, Carolyn accepted
the job as Membership Secretary. Tom
praises her as the “BEST” Membership Secretary the BSI ever had. Tom said, “Her
competence, good organization skills and
efficiency in handling the job was an invalu#1 UF Football fan!!! Carolyn and Alberta
able service to the BSI. She never stopped
working on a problem until the BSI member was pleased with the results. Carolyn never meets
a stranger and was the friendliest person on the BSI Board. ” Happy Birthday and Many More!!
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IS IT TRUE? DID THE MEN OUTDRESS THE WOMEN IN PINEAPPLE APPAREL AT EXTRAVAGANZA?? WOMEN GET READY
FOR THE NEXT PINEAPPLE CHALLENGE AT THE 2019 EXTRAVAGANZA!
Photos by Terrie Bert
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E’S INFAMOUS CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIES
(tried and true recipe from the good cooks at JBS)

1. Put the following Ingredients in Mixing Bowl:

2. Add:

1 Cup Sugar

2 Cups + 2 Tablespoons flour (don’t sift)

½ cup brown sugar (light) packed

1 tsp. salt

1 Cup Crisco shortening

1 tsp. baking soda

2 eggs

Mix Well.

1 ½ tsp vanilla
Cream above together with electric mixer. Beat until
really fluffy.

3. Then Add:
12 oz package chocolate chips
1 cup pecans

4. Drop by teaspoon unto baking sheet. Bake 10-12 minutes at 350° F. Do Not overbake. Best when just light

THE LIGHTER SIDE
Blonde LOGIC—Two blondes living in Oklahoma were sitting on a bench Talking........ And
one blonde says to the other, "Which do You think is farther away..........Florida or the moon?"
The other blonde turns and says "Helloooooooooo, can You see Florida...?????"
SPEEDING TICKET- A police officer stops a blonde for speeding and asks her very nicely if he
could see her license. She replied in a huff, "I wish you guys would get your act together. Just yesterday you take
away my license and then today you expect me to show it to you!"
RIVER WALK— There's this blonde out for a walk. She comes to a river and sees another blonde on the opposite
bank. "Yoo-hoo!" she shouts, "How can I get to the other side?" The second blonde looks up the river then down
the river and shouts back, "You ARE on the other side."
AT THE DOCTOR'S OFFICE— A gorgeous young redhead goes into the doctor's office and said that her body
hurt wherever she touched it. "Impossible!" says the doctor. "Show me." The redhead took her finger, pushed on
her left breast and screamed, then she pushed her elbow and screamed in even more. She pushed her knee and
screamed; likewise she pushed her ankle and screamed. Everywhere she touched made her scream. The doctor
said, "You're not really a redhead, are you? "Well, no" she said, "I'm actually a blonde." "I thought so," the doctor
said. "Your finger is broken"
KNITTING - A highway patrolman pulled alongside a speeding car on the Freeway. Glancing at the car, he was
astounded to see that the blonde behind the wheel was knitting! Realizing that she was oblivious to his flashing
lights and siren, the trooper cranked down his window, turned on his bullhorn and yelled, "PULL OVER!" "NO!"
the blonde yelled back, "IT'S A SCARF!"
BLONDE ON THE SUN—A Russian, an American, and a Blonde were talking one day. The Russian said, "We
were the first in space!" The American said, "We were the first on the moon!" The Blonde said, "So what? We're
going to be the first on the Sun!" The Russian and the American looked at each other and shook their heads. "You
can't land on the sun, you idiot! You'll burn up!" said The Russian.
to which the Blonde replied, "We're not stupid, you know. we're going at night!"
IN A VACUUM- A blonde was playing Trivial Pursuit one night. It was her turn. She rolled the dice and she
landed on Science & Nature. Her question was, "If you are in a vacuum and someone calls your name, can you
hear it?" She thought for a time and then asked, "Is it on or off?"
FINALLY, THE BLONDE JOKE TO END ALL BLONDE JOKES!
A girl was visiting her blonde friend, who had acquired two new dogs, and asked her what their names were. The
blonde responded by saying that one was named Rolex and one was named Timex.
Her friend said, "Whoever heard of someone naming dogs like that?"
"HELLLOOOOOOO......," answered the blond. "They're Watch Dogs!"

