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FCBS REPRESENTATIVES

BOCA RATON BROMELIAD SO-

CIETY

Ken Marks

22690 Lemon Tree Lane
Boca Raton, FL 33428-5514
561-451-3046 ken@fishid.com
Need one representative
BROMELIAD GUILD
OF TAMPA BAY

Tom Wolfe CHAIRPERSON
5211 Lake LeClaire Rd.
Lutz, FL 33549
813-961-1475
bromeliadsociety@juno.com
Don Nores

4307 Kensington Ave.
Tampa, FL 33629
813-835-0404
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
OF BROWARD COUNTY
Polly Pascal

4413 SW 38™ Terr.

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33312
954-962-0018

Maureen Frazel

12500 Lake Rd.

Ft. Lauderdale, FL
33325-4420

954-474-1349
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
OF CENTRAL FLORIDA
Kathy Law

4368 Radio Av.

Sanford, Fl. 32773
907-321-8905

BROMELIAD SOCIETY
OF SOUTH FLORIDA
Nat DeLeon
11000 SW 77" Court Ct.
Miami, FL 33156
305-666-3280
Karl W. Green, MD
6104 SW 152 St.
Miami, FL 33157
kkg@mindspring.com
CALOOSAHATCHEE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
Vicky Chirnside
951 Southland Road
Venice, FL 34293
941-493-5825
vickychir@aol.com
Bobbie Hull
1230 NE Polk Ave.
Arcadia, FL 34266
941-494-0301
Plantnut@cyberstreet.com
FLORIDA EAST COAST
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
Jay & Calandra Thurrott
713 Breckenridge Dr.
Port Orange, FL 32127
904-761-4804
cajat@aol.com
FLORIDA WEST COAST BRO-
MELIAD SOCIETY
John Bankhead SECRETARY
1367 Summerlin Dr.
Clearwater, FL 33764
727-536-5098

Klaw(@mindspring.com Bank@ozline.net
Karen Andreas Bob Dalzell

617 5" St. 1983 Belleair Rd
Merritt Island, FL 32953 Clearwater, FL 33634
321-453-0366 727-535-9273
karen@digital.net GAINESVILLE
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JACKSONSONVILLE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
Carolyn Schoenau

P. O. Box 12981
Gainesville, FL 32644
352-372-6589
bsi@nervm.nerdc.ufl.edu
Al Muzell

P. O. Box 14442 Univ. Sta.
Gainesville, FL 32604
352-372-4576
SARASOTA BROMELIAD
SOCIETY

Theresa Bert Vice-CHAIRPERSON
9251 13" Ave. Cir. NW
Bradenton, FL 34209
941-795-6012

Inez & Len Dolatowski EDITORS
P. O. Box 1657

Tallevast, FL

34270-1657

941-748-2120
Idolatow@tampabay.rr.com
SEMINOLE BROMELIAD
SOCIETY

Nancy Hall

1111 Glen Garry Cir.
Maitland, Fl. 32751
407-647-2039
Palmetbrom@aol.com
Paula White

Ft. Pierce, FL 34950
561-595-5896
cbiglin@yahoo.com

Ted Nuse TREASURER

3 Rocky Creek Trail

Ormond Beach, FL 32174
904-673-2648
tednuse@mindspring.com
Michael Andreas WEBMASTER
617 5" St.

Merritt Island, FL 32953
312-453-0366
webmaster@fcbs.org

Dr. Howard Frank WEEVILMAS-
TER

1711 NW 10™ Ave.
Gainesville, FL 32605
352-375-3821
Jjhf@GNV.IFAS.UFL.EDU
Web Page
www.ifas.ufl.du/”frank/bromel.
htm

Barbra Larson

Univ. of Florida, Entomology &
Nematology Dept.

Box 110620

Gainesville, FL 32611
305-392-1901
belv@GNV.IFAS.UFL.EDU

108 Kingswood Ct.
Sanford, FL 32773
407-328-8231
TREASURE COAST
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
Edward Hall

1111 Glen Garry Cir.
Maitland, FL 32751
407-647-2039
Palmetbrom@aol.com
Cassandra Biglin

801 S. 6th St. #11

Register Now
For the
Bromeliad Beach Party

Fifteenth World Bromeliad Conference
Bromeliad Society International

Hosted by

Florida West Coast Bromeliad Society

Clearwater/St Petersburg, FL

$120.00 Jan 1, 2001 to June 30, 2001
$130.00 July 1,2001 to May 1 2002
$155.00 after May 1 (and at the door)
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Chairman's message
BSI REPORT

The 2002 World Bromeliad
Conference to be hosted by the
Florida West Coast Bromeliad
Society is well underway. A
contract has been signed with
the Hilton Hotel in downtown
St. Petersburg, Florida, May 14
through 20th. It's a beautiful
old hotel with plenty of parking
and surrounded with many
shops and restaurants. Sign up
now by sending your registra-
tion for $120.00 to Carolyn
Schoenau, P. O. Box 12981,
Gainesville, Florida 32604-
0981.

The next BSI Board meeting
will be held at Marie Selby Bo-
tanical Gardens in Sarasota on
May 26, 2001. If you have
anything to bring to the
Board's attention, please con-
tract me and I will work with
you to get the information on
the Board's agenda.

One of the BSI's future goal is
to eventually establish a
World Headquarters at
Marie Selby's Botanical Gar-
dens in Sarasota, Florida.

We have need of a permanent
home for our headquarters as
well as a place for

our valuable archives and
other pertinent data pertaining
to the BSI. We will need sup-
port from all of you to bring
this project into fruition. We
will be bringing your more
news on this development in
the future if this project pro-
gresses.

Thanks for all your support of
the BSI over the years and for
those of you who worked so
hard to make the 2000 World
Conference a success.

Thanks again,
Tom Wolfe

Florida Council of
Bromeliad Societies Web
Report
January 13,2001
http://fcbs.org

There have been 48,800 visitors
to the Council site as of January
12, 2001.

Additions to the site include:

"Synonyms of Bromeliad Spe-
cies" by Michael Andreas and
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"Key to the Genera of Bromelia-

cae" by Derek Butcher, posted on

the Classification page;

A biography of "Professor
Werner Rauh (1914 - 2000)" by
Wilhelm Barthlott, translated
from German by Peter Christian;

"A Trip to the Fahkahatchee
Strand with the Caloosahatchee
Bromeliad Society" by Larry
Giroux. This article originally
appeared in the April 2000 issue
of the Caloosahatchee Meristem,
the newsletter of the Caloosa-
hatchee Bromeliad Society.
Larry Giroux provided many
photographs that were not in-
cluded in the original newsletter
article;

Two articles from the Winter 99-

2000 issue of The Palmetto, the
Quarterly Magazine of the Flor-
ida Native Plant Society, about

the "Evil Weevil" which we were

pleased to publish online. Spe-
cial thanks to Cameron
Donaldson, editor of The Pal-
metto, for permission to repro-

duce these articles: "Florida's Na-

tive Bromeliads - Imperiled by

Exotic Evil Weevil" by Dr. How-
ard Frank and "The Evil Weevil -

What Will Florida Lose?" by
Olan Ray Creel.

Many of you saw the article
about Dr. Frank's work on the
Evil Weevil that was published
in the Manatee Herald-Tribune
in Sarasota. The article also
was posted on the newspaper's
Internet site with a link to the
FCBS page.

Since the last report, there have
been approximately 270 new
photographs added to Photo
Index including photos by John
Arden and Herb Plever.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael Andreas
Webmaster
webmaster(@fcbs.org

Karen Andreas

Trusty Assistant to the Web-
master

karen@digital.net

FCBS EVIL WEEVIL
PROJECT HAS TECH
ASSISTANTS

For ten years FCBS has spon-
sored and shepherded funding
for the Evil Weevil Project
(Save Our Native Bromeliads —
especially in our state and fed-
eral parks)

Volume 21 Issue 1

Support Your Local Bromeliad Society

Page 5




Early on strategy discussions
concluded with the only viable
means operable: Biocontrol.

But how?

Several years of research in the
woods of Mexico, Honduras,
Guatemala, Panama and Vene-
zuela revealed that a small fly
(Admontia sp.) would do the
job.

How to raise the fly?

It’s a parasitoid, right?
First ya gotta have food, that’s a
host: Metamasius callizona (M.
cal)—and many. Finding them
was not a problem.

There were lots of them eating
up native bromeliads in south
Florida. So, with the help of
some intrepid volunteers led by
Dr. Howard Frank, our technical
research director, some several
were collected. Raising them
was another problem. Artificial
diets were hit and miss at best.
Buying bromeliad plants to feed
to them could get more expen-
sive than the Council could
stand. Help was needed, fast.

Pineapple tops! A chance dis-
covery revealed that M. cal rel-
ished pineapple tops. More
scurrying about. The eventual
hero of this need was Publix su-

permarkets. They agreed to
supply tops if we picked them
up.

Now we have a logistics and la-
bor problem.

The solution was a laboratory
assistant who was willing to
work 20 hours per week for
nearly nothing. (Fair game for
these type jobs is usually starv-
ing undergraduate students.)

Over several years, Dr. Frank
suffered through several stu-
dents and non-students who
functioned from adequate to
abysmal levels. In early 1999,
when the work was becoming
most critical and the labor prob-
lem was in the tank, along
comes TERESA COOPER, an
undergraduate student at U.F.
(Ah! Fair game—remember?
Not so. Read on.)

Teresa agreed to work 20 hours
per week @ $6.50 / hour col-
lecting pineapple tops and plant-
ing them in the isolation green-
houses at the Entomology build-
ing, U. of F., and generally
maintaining the weevil stock.
She dug into the job with sur-
prising vigor. And with con-
structive criticism and direction
managed to reorganize how the
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weevil raising process worked
to make it more efficient.
(Remember, the objective here
is to have a large and healthy
herd of M. cal livestock stand-
ing bye for the advent of the

fly.)

Then Teresa surprised us all by
taking a personal interest in the
project and volunteered her own
time and expense to travel to the
cypress woods south of Orlando
to look for weevils there.
(Eureka! We have a jewel!)

(Historically, the FCBS had paid
for the lab assistant, but in 1998
Dr. Frank found other funding
which temporarily allowed the
Council’s Weevil Fund to ac-
crue and grow. Now, January
2001, that alternative funding
has dried up and the Council has
had to step in at a time when the
University has decreed that stu-
dent assistants shall be paid
$7.00/hour. And when our post
doc concluded that Teresa
needed to work 25 hours per
week to keep the weevil live-
stock at a level to sufficiently
rear the Admontia flies now in
quarantine at the Department of
Plant Industry (DPI), Gaines-
ville, FL.)

Today Teresa maintains a fairly

large and healthy population of
M. cal that allows the research
to proceed at a brisk pace.

Dr. BARBRA LARSON, our
resident Post Doctoral re-
searcher (post doc) is another
story of “stroke of luck™ at the
critical point of need.

In 1998, when Dr. Frank had
procured a source of Addmontia
flies from Escuela Agricola
Panamericana, Honduras, it be-
came apparent that raising this
fly was about to become a pro-
digious task. Nothing was
known about it! Not even its
last name (Admontia what spe-
cies?). We didn’t even know if
it would attack M. cal. Dr
Frank recommended that we
needed a “post doc™ to accom-
plish this work as he, Dr.
Frank, was being overwhelmed
with teaching duties, extension
service duties, other research
programs under way and collat-
eral duties assigned by the Uni-
versity.

Enter Dr. Jorge Salas, a re-
searcher from Venezuela sent
by the Venezuelan government
to UF to study pests of pineap-
ples. And paid for by Vene-
zuela. (Lucky Lotto, a post doc
for free!) But he was only go-
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