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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
The September meeting was a great success with speaker Rein
Verbeck talking about the advantages of beekeeping and its
importance to our food chain. I’m sure we all gleaned much
information from his program and we all had a chance to
purchase some of his tasty honey.
We had a good Show & Tell table last month, a great raffle table and delicious
refreshments. Thanks to all the members for their generosity and food.
The USF Botanical Garden plant festival has come and gone. We had good
cooperation from several members. Steve and Marilyn Byram brought the club’s tent
and put it up, and took it down from our assigned location in the Garden. A big thank
you for all the help with setting up, sales, talking to the public, and closing everything
down to Steve and Marilyn Byram, Mark & Cheryl Victor, Robert Nelson, Martha Kirby,
Rick and Marcia Hunter and Carol Wolfe. Sales were brisk on Saturday but Sunday
not so much. I’ll have a full report at the meeting.
There will be a presentation from the nominating committee for nominees for the 2022
BGTB Officers and Directors at the meeting. The nominating committee is as follows:
Paula Benway, Dottie Kellogg and Mike Foley.
Please don’t forget to bring a nice raffle plant and a plant for Show & Tell, especially
blooming bromeliads. It helps our members to hear your story about growing the
bromeliad and to see blooming bromeliads they don’t own.
Tom Wolfe, President

BGTB PROGRAM:
7:00 PM Monday, October 18, 2021
Speaker: Tom Wolfe
Bromeliads in Paradise (Lutz)
6918 North Florida Avenue, Tampa, FL 33604
The October program will be entitled “Bromeliads in Paradise” by Tom Wolfe. This is a
power point presentation featuring an array of blooming bromeliads that are suited for
growing in the Tampa Bay area.

By Tom Wolfe
FORCING BROMELIADS TO BLOOM
Many factors cause bromeliads to bloom or not bloom such as:
1.the plant’s maturity
2.the length of daylight
3. light intensity
4.water quality
5.amount of water
6.location
7.and temperature.
Some bromeliads bloom regularly while others do not. Past research on the following
process has shown that bromeliads can be induced to bloom by exposing them to
ethylene gas. This gas can be produced from burning wood, leaves, ripening fruit and
vegetables. After exposure to ethylene gas, the bromeliad may bloom within 6 to 14
weeks, depending on the genus or species.
A simple method you may use at home to start bromeliads blooming is to
place a healthy, mature plant into a large clear plastic bag. Be sure to
dump all the water out. Place a ripe apple, cut in half, in the bag and seal it
tightly. After a week to ten days remove the plant. During senescence (the
aging process) the apple releases ethylene gas that in turn, induces the
bromeliad to bloom.
Also, chemicals such as “Ethrel,” “Florell” and “Omaflora” are available and are
effective for inducing flowering in bromeliads. However, I have found that they are
tricky to control and could interfere with pup development or future generations from
blooming.

Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay
Minutes of Meeting September 20, 2021
Business Meeting Called to Order by President, Tom Wolfe
Secretary’s report as published in the newsletter was accepted.
Treasurer’s report: by Rick Hunter. Will be filed for audit.
Old Business: The Southwest Guild Show was cancelled in Louisiana due to hurricane
problems. It will be scheduled at a future date.
New Business: Nominating Committee of Dottie Kellogg, Mike Foley, and Paula Benway was
approved. They will work on a new slate of three officers and three directors. They should
have the list for the next meeting in October.
USF Fall Festival on October 9 and 10. Details are listed in the September newsletter, but
workers are needed for set-up on Friday, October 8 at 1:00 p.m. Members will be needed on
Sunday, October 10 at 3:p.m. for taking the booth down. Workers can also volunteer any time
on Saturday or Sunday to help with bagging the purchases. We appreciate the extra help.
See Tom Wolfe to get a sale number if any member wants to sell plants.
Correspondence: Treasurer Rick Hunter read two thank you notes from (1.) Marie Selby
Botanical Gardens and (2.) Bob Hart.
Raffle: Tom Wolfe introduced the plants on the raffle table and lucky winners were drawn.
Program was presented by Rein Veerbeek. Why bees are important and what you can do to
help them. He had a slide presentation on issues concerning bees, native bees, and how they
can pollinate bromeliads and other plants or vegetables. Rein belongs to the Tampa Bay
Beekeepers Association. He sold jars of honey, and shared his hobby as a business venture.
Show and Tell: Plants were shown by Tom Wolfe - Aechmea eleutheropetala x Portea
petropolitana var. extensa; Mark Victor - Tillandsia mounted on driftwood; Kenneth Stokes Aechmea miniata X farinosa, Aec. farinosa, var. conglomerate, Aec. distachia, Aec.
orlandiana, Neo. johannis, variegated, known as DeRolf and Puya mirabilis.
Birthday Plant won by Mark Victor.
Meeting adjourned
Respectfully submitted,
Marcia Hunter

BGTB MEETING SEPTEMBER 20, 2021 SNAPSHOTS

USF FALL PLANT FESTIVAL, OCTOBER 9-10, 2021

Refreshments
Refreshments for the October meeting will be provided by the Hunters,
Kenneth Stokes and Jill Zakaroff
If anyone who is supposed to bring something to the meeting and cannot
make it, they should call Kenneth Stokes, even if it is at the last minute.
His # is 813-486-8532.

October Birthdays: Happy Birthday to Rick Hunter, Mark Kennell, Brad
Mora, and Mike Sweet

Sunshine Greetings
Please notify Verna Dickey of any illness, surgery, birth of a child, death in
the family, or other concerns you or another member may have.
Call 813-685-1055 or email vernald@verizon.net.

Officers for 2021
President: Tom Wolfe 813-391-1542 bromscape@outlook.com
Vice President: Steve Byram 813-361-4035 byramsteve@gmail.com
Treasurer: Rick Hunter 813-657-2305 rg.hunter@verizon.net
Secretary: Marcia Hunter 813-657-2305 rg.hunter@verizon.net
Newsletter Editor: Marilyn Byram 813-563-1532 bgtbnewsletter@gmail.com
Directors:
Verna Dickey 813-685-1055 vernald@verizon.net
Mark Victor 727-271-0497 chermar75@yahoo.com
Carol Wolfe 813-376-5251 bromstudio@hotmail.com

Bromeliads Online
Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay
www.bromeliadguildoftampabay.org
Look for us on Facebook Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay

Naples Botanical Garden

Bromeliad Society International— www.bsi.org
Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies— www.fcbs.org
Marie Selby Botanical Gardens— www.selby.org
Bromeliads Online - http://www.bromeliads.co.nz/index.html

Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay Newsletter

The Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay, Inc. was organized in 1963.
BGTB is affiliated with the following: Bromeliad Society International,
The Cryptanthus Society, Inc., Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies,
Inc., and Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, Sarasota, FL.
When: Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of every month.
Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
Where: American Legion Building, 6918 North Florida Avenue, Tampa
Informative programs, workshops, Show & Tell, plant sales, door
prizes, raffle & refreshments
Visitors welcome!
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