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President’s Message
Jay Thurrott of
Daytona, did a great
job last month
delivering his
power point
program on
winterizing your
bromeliad
collection. He had
many good ideas for us to put into practice.
Our member, Eileen Kahl, gave us an
informed workshop on how sun or shade
affects our bromeliads. Our thanks to Jay and
Eileen for their excellent presentations.
I will be glad to order some commercial frost
cloth for anyone who wants some. The price
is $219 plus tax for a 12’ x 250’ roll of 3
ounce thickness which is the commercial
grade of frost cloth. You may purchase a roll
or a length of this roll at 90 cents per lenial
foot. So if you want a 12’ x 20’ piece it would
cost you $18.00 plus tax. Please call or let me
know at the next meeting what length you
need as I will be ordering right away. I will

bring it to the November meeting and cut it into
lengths for you.
Ed Konczeski, our Vice President, has resigned
because of a conflict in his schedule and Dave
Fulkerson has been appointed by the BGTB
board to complete his term. Thanks, Dave for
your willingness to serve on the board and help
us. Dave will be planning our annual BGTB
Christmas Party on December 14 and will need
volunteers to help him with setting up and
serving the food.
Carol Wolfe was honored by having seven of
her bromeliad photographs framed by the
Federation of Garden Clubs and hung in the
foyer. You can view them as you walk in and
out of the meeting each month. Several of the
photographs were members’ plants taken
during our last Judged bromeliad show at this
location.
The Extravaganza is only a month away,
November 13 to 15, so if you are not
registered, please use the form in the newsletter
and sign up soon.
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putting on a Judged show. So what does that
mean? It means that you should start now
to set aside your best bromeliads to cultivate
and pamper them for the show. We will
have workshops next year on grooming and
preparing bromeliads for judging and other
things to help you get ready.
Kay Miller will be the show chairman for
the Tampa Fed show and I will be the
Chairman for the Bromeliad Guild show.
Kay is a terrific flower designer, flower
arranger, and excellent Show Chairman.
We will be looking for your ideas and help
in the coming months for ways to carry out
and promote the show’s theme: Florida
Friendly.

2010 AN EXCITING YEAR:
We are signed up to enter a display at the
Florida State Fair the first week of February.
During the 12 day event, we usually have
over 500,000 people attend. This is a great
opportunity to get out information about
bromeliads. I am accepting all ideas for our
10’ x 10’ display. The theme Super Fair –
Super Fun – Super Value comes from the
comic book characters that were born
during the great depression (1930’s) when
the American Dream turned into a
nightmare and people turned to escapism by
reading comic books about Super Heroes
such as Superman, Batman, Wonder
Woman, Captain America, etc. for relief. So
we need some ideas as to how we can tie the
“comic” theme into a bromeliad display. We
will give a free bromeliad to the winning
designer!

We will be having an excellent speaker, Dr.
Terrie Bert, at our next meeting. Terrie has
been a faithful friend to our society and has
come at least once a year for more years
than I can remember giving us programs.
Her programs are interesting, informative,
and her enthusiasm for bromeliads is very
contagious. She always brings great plants
for sale so bring your checkbooks as well!
Looking forward to seeing you at the
meeting.

2010 Bromeliad Show: We are excited to
announce that April 16-18, 2010 we will be
having a Judged Bromeliad Show and Sale
in conjunction with Tampa Federation of
Garden Clubs Circles who will also be

!

TomWolfe, President
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October 19, 2009
BGTB Speaker:
Dr. Terrie Bert
Marine Biology Research Scientist
“Diving Even Further into Unusual Bromeliad Genera”

In this presentation, I talk about
uncommonly cultivated bromeliad genera
starting with the letters D, E, F, or G. For
each genus, I review the natural distribution,
habitats, and growing conditions. I show
examples of species in the genus, in
cultivation and in nature; describe how (if)
they can be cultivated; and include
interesting facts and tidbits of fun
information wherever possible.
Dr. Terrie Bert is a longstanding member of
the Sarasota Bromeliad Society (SBS) and
the Caloosahatchee Bromeliad Society and
has held multiple offices in the SBS. She
also served the Florida Council of Bromeliad
Societies (FCBS) as a representative and
officer for eight years. For the Bromeliad
Society International, she has been a Florida
Director and Nominations Committee Chair
and she currently is Affiliate Programs
Committee Chair, Librarian, and
internationally accredited Master Judge.
She’s given over 80 presentations on
bromeliads to numerous bromeliad societies
and other groups, including societies in New
Zealand, Louisiana, and California, and has
authored 12 articles for the BSI Journal and
the FCBS website and newsletter. She

cultivates approximately 1,200 different
bromeliads in 24 genera. She’s won
multiple top awards in local bromeliad
shows and BSI world conferences and is a

volunteer for and contributor to the BSI
Bromeliad Identification Center. In Terrie’s
“other life”, she is a marine biology research
scientist for the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission.
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Bromeliad Guild of
Tampa Bay
Minutes of Meeting

President and is also responsible for organizing the
Christmas Party and Picnic.
Six of Carol Wolfe’s photos of Bromeliads have
been placed on the wall of the Garden Center and we
will provide a live plant for the table underneath the
pictures.
Door Prize: Won by Dave Johnston.
Birthday Plant: Won by Beverly Sisco.
Show and Tell: Plants were shown by Verna
Dickey, Lyla Shepard and Eileen Hart.
A motion to adjourn the business meeting was
made by Steve Byram and seconded by Barret
Bassick. All approved.

September 21, 2009
President Tom Wolfe called the meeting to order.
Eileen Kahl welcomed everyone. We had 2 new
members, Anne and John McGraff, and 3 visitors.
Secretary’s Report: Dave Fulkerson made a
motion to accept the August Minutes as written in
the Newsletter and it was seconded by Steve
Byram. All approved.
Treasurer’s Report: In the absence of Paula
Benway, Verna Dickey gave the Treasurer’s Report
for September that was done by Paula. There is a
total of $3,419.95 in our checking account. Motion
made by Steve Byram to accept the Treasurer’s
Report, seconded by Lyla Shepard and all approved.
Workshop: Eileen Kahl, who is the Curator of
Bromeliads at USF Botanical Gardens, gave a
workshop on Bromeliads that grow in full sun and
those that grow in the shade. She showed 2 plants
called “Green Apple” – one grown in shade and one
in sun. The one grown in the sun was a much
lighter green. She had hand-outs with the names of
plants and their light requirements.
Old Business: Tom said there was a good raffle
table at the last meeting, but reminded everyone
who brings in plants to make sure they are clean and
free from scale and have a label. He also mentioned
the Extravaganza which is November 13-15 in
Orlando.
Tom talked about the Bromeliad Show we will be
putting on April 16-18, 2010. It will be our first
show in 5 years and want to make it a good one. At
our last show, over 2/3 of our membership entered
plants and we want everyone to help at this one.
We will have sales tables outside. Lyla Shepard has
a scrapbook of our last show.
New Business: Ed Koneczeski has resigned as
Vice-President and according to the by-laws, the
President can appoint a replacement. Tom
appointed Dave Fulkerson as the new VicePresident. Dave will take over in the absence of the

Break for refreshments.
Program: Tom introduced Jay Thurrott who
presented a program on Winter Protection of
Bromeliads. He lives in Port Orange and last year he
had 4 days where the temperature was in the 20’s.
He emphasized 4 things you need to do when cold
weather is approaching:
1. Identify areas of your yard that get the
coldest.
2. I d e n t i f y t h e p l a n t s t h a t n e e d
protection.
3. Monitor weather reports.
4. Determine what method of protection
you will use.
Jay also mentioned that the first plants to be affected
by the cold are those in hanging baskets or mounted
on wood. The next ones affected are those plants on
benches or other areas off the ground. The last to be
affected are those in the ground, although
Cryptanthus will not take cold. You can use frost
cloth or Christmas lights for protection. Also, water
the ground around the plants well before a freeze as
that will keep the ground warmer, and then cover
with frost cloth. Do not use plastic to cover plants.
Raffle: Thanks to everyone who brought plants for
the raffle table.
Respectfully submitted by Verna L. Dickey,
Secretary
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September 21 Meeting Snapshots

Carol with her Photo Display

Plant Sales

Eileen Presents our
Workshop

Happy Birthday, Beverly

Great Raffle Table

Speaker, Jay Thurott
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Upcoming
Upcoming Bromeliad
Bromeliad Events
Events

Bromeliad
Orlando,
FL -FL
November
13-1513-15
- For more
go online
BromeliadExtravaganza,
Extravaganza,
Orlando,
- November
- For information,
more information,
go online
to http://fcbs.org/
to http://fcbs.org/
BGTB Christmas Party - December 14
BGTB Christmas Party - December 14
Florida State Fair - February 4-15

Florida State Fair - February 4-15
2010 Bromeliad Judged Show and Sale - April 16-18

Happy Birthday!
Every month, club members celebrating their birthdays provide the
refreshments at our meeting. This way everyone helps once during the
year. If you have a May or December birthday, please bring refreshments
the following month, since we have the picnic and Christmas parties.
Suggestions: chips & dip, veggies, salsa, crackers, cheese, chicken wings,
popcorn, favorite recipes, pies, pizza, brownies, fudge, cookies, cakes,
candies, deviled eggs, sandwiches and beverages.
We will have a special drawing for one of the lucky birthday people to take home a nice
bromeliad as a Birthday gift from the club.
October Birthdays: Barret Bassick, Robert Benway, Lois Conner, Ted Ledbetter, Lois Duffey,
and Yvette Wilmath

Sunshine Greetings
Please notify Eileen Prins of any illness, surgery, birth of a child, death
in the family, or other concerns you or another member may have.
Call 727-546-9590 or email at sprins1012@earthlink.net
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2009 Bromeliad Extravaganza
Sponsored by Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies
Hosted by Bromeliad Society of Central Florida

November 13-15
Renaissance Orlando Airport Hotel
5445 Forbes Place, Orlando
(just north of the Orlando International Airport, off SR 436/Semoran Blvd.)
Special Room Rate of $109 per room
24 hour shuttle service from Orlando International Airport
Reservations by phone at (407) 240-1000 or (800) 545-1985
or online at http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/mcora Group code: bsobsoa.
Be sure to ask for the rooms under Bromeliad Society CF. Cut-off date is October 14, 2009.

Friday night, November 13
8:00-9:00 pm Dessert Social
9:00-10:00 pm Plant Sales
Open to Conference Registrants Only

Saturday, November 14
Plant Sales, Seminars, Raffles, Silent Auctions,
Banquet, Rare Plant Auction

Sunday, November 15
Home tours

! Extravaganza Sales Rules

!!

Bus Tour Information and Registration Form

! Extravaganza Speakers
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2009 Orlandiana Extravaganza
Sponsored by the Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies
Hosted by Bromeliad Society of Central Florida Inc

November 13-15

RENAISSANCE ORLANDO HOTEL-AIRPORT
5445 Forbes Place, Orlando 32812
Just north of the Orlando International Airport off SR 436/Semoran Blvd.
(407) 240-1000 Toll Free : 1-800-545-1985 Fax (407) 240-3602
www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/mcora Group code: bsobsoa
24 hour Airport Shuttle Service

Friday
8:00-9:00 Dessert Social
9:00-10:00 Plant sales

PULL OUT YOUR
BEST PINEAPPLE SHIRTS
an award will be given

Open to Conference Registrants Only

Saturday
9:00-6:00 Plant Sales, Seminars, Raffles,
Silent Auctions, Saturday Evening Banquet
Followed by Rare Plant Auction
Sunday Morning
9:00-12:00 Home bus tours

Extravaganza Rate $109.00 per room
Be sure to ask for rooms for Bromeliad CF
Group rates available until

October 14, 2009

REGISTRATION: $60 for Reception, Banquet and Early plants sales.
$50 for Saturday Sales and Banquet.
Checks payable to: BSCF.
Send to: Bromeliad Society of Central Florida
Any questions please contact:
P.O. Box 536961 Orlando FL 32853-6961
Joanne or Rick Rector (407) 886-8441 or rector@cfl.rr.com

Please list any diet concerns
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Officers for 2009-2010
President: Tom Wolfe 813-961-1475 bromeliadsociety@juno.com
Vice Pres.: Dave Fulkerson 813-681-4531 mdfmdf@verizon.net
Treasurer: Paula Benway 813-985-3584 paulabenway@aol.com
Secretary: Verna Dickey 813-685-1055 vernald@verizon.net
Newsletter Editor: Marilyn Byram 813-949-0503 byramm@verizon.net

!

!

!

Directors:
!
!

Barret Bassick 352-799-2652 barretb@myway.com
Bob Benway 813-985-3584 paulabenway@aol.com
Eileen Hart 813-920-2987
Kathleen Ledbetter 813-228-0690 tedkathled@aol.com
Beverly Sisco 813-968-5726 siscofl1@msn.com
Bob Teems 813-855-0938 teems@tampabay.rr.com

Committee Chairs
Parliamentarian: Lyla Shepard
Librarians: Paula Benway and Verna Dickey
Show: Tom Wolfe
Membership: Eileen Kahl
Publicity: Bob Teems
Programs: Tom Wolfe
Sunshine: Eileen Prins
Photographers: Jim Stewart and Carol Wolfe

!

!

!

!

Bromeliads Online

Bromeliad Society International— www.bsi.org
Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies— www.fcbs.org
Marie Selby Botanical Gardens— www.selby.org

Any Changes?
If your mailing address or email address changes, please inform Marilyn Byram at 21535 Northwood
Drive, Lutz, 33549 or byramm@verizon.net
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Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay Newsletter

The Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay, Inc. was organized in
1963. BGTB is affiliated with the following: Bromeliad
Society International, The Cryptanthus Society, Inc.,
National Council of Bromeliad Societies, Inc., Florida
Council of Bromeliad Societies, Inc., and Marie Selby
Botanical Gardens, Sarasota, FL.
Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of every month.
Plant sales at 7:00 p.m. Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Where: Tampa Garden Club, 2629 Bayshore Blvd., Tampa
Informative programs, workshops, Show & Tell, plant sales,
door prizes, raffle & refreshments
Visitors welcome!

NEWSLETTER OF THE
BROMELIAD GUILD
OF TAMPA BAY, INC.
21535 Northwood Dr.
Lutz, Florida 33549
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