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From the President:
Welcome to July, one of our hottest and wettest months of the year.
As we hunker inside to avoid the extreme heat and humidity, we can
still get out and enjoy our plants in the mornings.
I hope that the World Conference was a success and that anyone
that attended had a fabulous experience. I hope to hear your stories at the July meeting.
Julie

BGTB MEETING JUNE 20, 2022 SNAPSHOTS

Call to Order
VP Carol Wolfe

Raffle Table

Show and Tell - Martha Kirby
Ananus ‘lava burst’

Show and Tell - Tom Wolfe

Speaker - Robert Nelson
“Bromeliad Mounting Fun”

Speaker - Tom Wolfe
“Planting an Orchid Basket”

Canistrum fosterianum

Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay
Meeting: Monday, July 18, 2022
7:00 p.m. (doors open at 6:30 p.m.)
The American Legion Building
6918 North Florida Avenue, Tampa
Speaker: Steve Byram

“Made in the Shade”
(Design on a Dime where the Sun Don’t Shine)
Do you need help growing plants in the shade? This presentation will give you some
helpful and inexpensive pointers on growing plants in shady areas. Learn what plants
do well in the shade, where to find landscape ideas, where to get recycled materials,
and where to purchase shade-loving plants for your yard.
Steve Byram is a retired physical education teacher. He volunteered as a Pasco
County Master Gardener for ten years. He has been a member of the Bromeliad Guild
of Tampa Bay for 15 years and has served as secretary, president, and vice president.
Steve has given many talks at garden clubs, nurseries, public libraries, public gardens,
and bromeliad societies across the state of Florida. Much of this talk is based on his
own experiences with his shade-challenged yard.

by Tom Wolfe
Removing Pups
Pups should be between 1/3 to ½ the size of the mother plant. To obtain the greatest number
of pups for propagation, remove them when small. For fewer pups that will mature and
bloom sooner, wait until they are larger.
From April to July lst is the best time to remove and start the growing process. So if
you haven’t removed them by now, do it as soon as possible.

Potting Mix
The mix should be light and well drained. Combine peat and perlite with fir bark or tree fern or
fine pine bark. Blend equal parts of all three. Fine bark and tree fern tends to be somewhat
pricey. Some growers add charcoal to sweeten the soil and help retain the nutrients.
Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Hectia, Deuterocohnia, Encholirium, Puya and Pitcairnia are all terrestrial
genera. Most nurseries and big box stores have ready-made mixes that can be used for
terrestrials.
For more drainage, broken clay pots or gravel can be placed at the bottom of the pot. This also
provides good balance especially for larger plants that tend to fall over or blow over.
Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay
Minutes of Meeting June 20, 2022
Business Meeting Called to Order by Vice President, Carol Wolfe
Welcoming of visitors: Catherine Lee
Treasurer’s report: by Rick Hunter. Will be filed for audit.
Raffle Plants: were introduced by Tom Wolfe
Old Business: World Bromeliad Conference - Thank you to Cheryl Victor for
creating our raffle baskets.
New Business: Carol Wolfe presented a recommendation from our Board of
Directors. At our last board meeting in May, the board (with one dissenting vote) was
in favor of bringing to the membership a possible name change to the Bromeliad
Guild of Tampa Bay and adding “Tropical Plants” to whatever name we might
choose.
Thoughts behind making a change:
1. Our club membership has been very slow coming back since the pandemic, plus,
we have had nine members pass away in the last few years.
2. There are many horticultural societies and garden clubs that are closing down for
lack of members to carry on into the future and they have been unable to interest
new members. (Example: American Orchid Society - 90 year old society headquarters in South Florida closed, sold their building, closed the gardens and
greenhouses). By changing our name, we could open up our society for people that
no longer have a place to go and learn.

3. In just the past year alone, Florida has gained more than 200,000 residents,
according to the latest census data. One hundred fifty are moving to the Tampa Bay
Area daily. Most of these newcomers are not familiar with bromeliads, but many are
interested in learning about tropical plants and gardening in Florida.
4. Most of the BGTB members are aging. We are very fortunate to have the younger
members attending our meetings, but overall, our attendance needs to increase to be
a viable, exciting club as we have been in the past. We need to spruce up our internet
presence to attract the younger generation.
We can learn from other bromeliad societies that are flourishing. The Seminole
Bromeliad Society, for example, changed their name to include “tropical plants” in
order to open their society up for a wider-based membership. In 2005, they had 8
members and were close to disbanding. Today they have 129 members. Each day
they have a “Plant Picture of the Day” posted on their Facebook page. This has
generated 1500 followers on their page.
They also have online bromeliad auctions and have made a lot of money with online
viewers. Their president is willing to help us with this technology.
This action will require a majority vote of the membership and a change to our
bylaws.
A discussion ensued from this recommendation and there was a general consensus
to move forward.
Birthday Plant: won by Larissa Bursa
Show and Tell: Tom Wolfe - Canistrum fosterianum; Martha Kirby - Ananas ‘lava burst’
Meeting adjourned
Refreshments
Program: Presented by Tom Wolfe and Robert Nelson. Tom demonstrated how to
plant a bromeliad in an orchid basket and how to mount bromeliads to driftwood.
Robert showed us a variety of unusual objects that he has used to mount bromeliads.
He shared tips for mounting. (He uses mostly glue.)
Raffle
Respectfully submitted,
Steve Byram

July Birthdays: Happy Birthday to Lindsay Eagle, Dave Johnston,
Beverly Millar, Chris Robinson, Guido Zakaroff

Refreshments
Refreshments for the July meeting will be provided by Rick
and Marcia Hunter and Jill and Guido Zakaroff.

Sunshine Greetings
Please notify Verna Dickey of any illness, surgery, birth of a child, death in
the family, or other concerns you or another member may have.
Call 813-244-3637 or email vernadickey@aol.com

Officers for 2022
President: Julie Lessard 813-600-9771 taxxmaam@gmail.com
Vice President: Carol Wolfe 813-376-5251 bromstudio@hotmail.com
Secretary: Steve Byram 813-361-4035 byramsteve@gmail.com
Treasurer: Rick Hunter 813-657-2305 rg.hunter@verizon.net
Newsletter Editor: Marilyn Byram 813-563-1532 bgtbnewsletter@gmail.com
Directors:
Mike Foley 813-289-7888 MHF0813@aol.com
Martha Kirby 813-810-7617 mjkirby21@gmail.com
Mark Victor 727-271-0497 chermar75@yahoo.com
Tom Wolfe 813-391-1542 bromscape@outlook.com

Bromeliads Online
Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay www.bromeliadguildoftampabay.org
Bromeliad Society International— www.bsi.org
Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies— www.fcbs.org
Marie Selby Botanical Gardens— www.selby.org
Bromeliads Online - http://www.bromeliads.co.nz/index.html
Naples Botanical Garden
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The Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay, Inc. was organized in 1963.
BGTB is affiliated with the following: Bromeliad Society International,
The Cryptanthus Society, Inc., Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies,
Inc., and Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, Sarasota, FL.
When: Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of every month.
Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
Where: American Legion Building, 6918 North Florida Avenue, Tampa
Informative programs, workshops, Show & Tell, plant sales, door
prizes, raffle & refreshments
Visitors welcome!
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