Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay
Newsletter

March 2022

www.bromeliadguildoftampabay.org

From the President:
March means Birthdays! We have a lot of member birthdays in
March. Birthday members: please bring in a favorite plant for
show n tell.
Thanks to Cheryl Victor for making our club’s raffle baskets for the World Conference
in June. Please be generous and bring a donated item to the meeting this month. Here
are some ideas of items to donate:
Raffle Baskets. We are asking each society to donate baskets for our Raffle Basket
Fundraiser. Examples are plant supplies, bromeliad-themed art, pottery, candles,
pineapple-themed items, books, BSI Journals, cookbooks, wine/treat baskets,
driftwood, and, of course, plants and pups.
See you Monday March 21!
Julie Lessard

Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay
Meeting: Monday, March 21, 2022
7:00 p.m. (doors open at 6:30 p.m.)
The American Legion Building
6918 North Florida Avenue, Tampa
Speaker: Kenneth Stokes

Kenneth Stokes will be presenting the BGTB program for the March meeting.
The title is “Common Bromeliad Defects”. His program will lay out
preventative measures as well as corrective measures that can be taken to overcome
the defects that always seem to happen to our plants. To make the program a problem
solving situation for everyone, he asks that members bring one plant that has an issue.
It will be evaluated during the program. The information presented will make those in
attendance more prepared to grow plants like the ones seen in Bromeliad shows and
greenhouses.
Kenneth has been growing tropical plants his entire life and has an extensive
collection in the garden of his South Tampa home. He speaks at other Bromeliad
societies on a regular basis, relaying information he has learned since joining the
BGTB in 1995. He earns a living restoring antiques and fine art and operating a gallery.
He is also the author of four literary novels and many short stories.

Harvesting Offsets (pups)
by Tom Wolfe

Spring begins March 20th. This is when the sun crosses the equator, heading north.
On the equinox, the length of day and night is nearly equal. After this date the
Northern Hemisphere begins to be tilted more toward the sun. This means the
daylight hours increase, the sunlight is brighter and the temperatures are warmer.
Having said that, it’s time to propagate, repot and fertilize.

Rule of thumb if the pup is 1/3 to ½ the size of the parent plant, it should be safe to
be removed. If time permits, you can start it in a smaller pot and then move it to a
larger pot as the plant matures. If your mix comes with some fertilizer already
added, you can still place a pinch of time release fertilizer on the top of the mix
Keep the pups well-watered for the first month or two.
If the pup is from a species plant, it should reproduce like the parent; however, if the
pup looks quite different than the parent plant then it’s called a sport. Some hybrids
or variegated plants are not stable and may vary considerably from the parent.
During a January 1998 freeze, the temperature got as low as 27 degrees for two
nights in succession and below freezing for well over forty-eight hours. Carol and I
live in the northwest Hillsborough County. There wasn’t any frost that I could detect
as the wind remained at or above 10 mph during both nights.
A few days later, I started to see some damage occurring on a few bromeliads here
and there. Other than the obvious damage such as the banana trees, elephant ears,
bougainvillea, and other tender tropicals, the only major damage to bromeliads was
the yellow narrow leaf clone of Aechmea blanchetiana. They were out in the open
fully exposed to the sky and nothing around them for a wind break.
I have noticed quite a few variations in Aechmea blanchetiana. There are the darker
orange-red ones with 4 inch to four and one-half inch wide leaves to the yellow ones
with two and one-half to three inch wide leaves and a few variations in between. The
inflorescence, according to my observations, are all about the same. All the
variations came through the freeze with little to no damage except the yellow narrow
leaf ones.
I would be interested in knowing if anyone has any information on these variations of
blanchetiana. Possibility they are from different locations in habitat. We have
hundreds of bromeliads on our property but found very little damage to the
remainder of them.
(Excerpts from Bromeliad Society Houston Newsletter, May 2022)

World Conference Raffle Baskets
We have been asked to provide some gift baskets as a fund- raiser
for the World Bromeliad Conference. We need donations of small
items such as food items that won’t spoil and not expired,
bromeliad tweezers, gloves, clogs, hats, trowels, books, notepads,
fertilizer packets, anything pineapple, cork, cedar boxes, wood
pieces plants will attach to, anything you think would be good for
raffle or may have gotten for Christmas and haven’t opened!
Please bring items to the next meeting and give to Cheryl Victor.

Show & Tell
By Carol Wolfe
Thanks to Martha Kirby, we added a new dimension to Show & Tell with our cell
phones at the February meeting. Martha came to our house several weeks ago and
we hooked her “dongle and cell phone” to the projector and viewed her bromeliads. It
worked beautifully.
We took the projector to the February meeting and Ken Stokes brought the screen
and we were treated to some beautiful bromeliad pictures from Martha Kirby, Marilyn
Byram, and Kirk Thor.
Since everyone enjoyed them, we will do it again this month. I will have a sign-up
sheet on the front table so when you get there, sign up if you would like to share your
photos. We may have to set a timer and limit the time, depending on how many
people want to share. We can show a lot of pictures in a 10 minute segment.
It was a great raffle with lots of nice plants and our Treasury increased by $45 and a
lot of people went away happy! Our thanks to everyone who donated plants to the
raffle and to Steve Byram who kept the raffle moving.
Newsletters from around the state show that Steve has been the guest speaker at the
Florida East Coast Bromeliad Society and the Florida West Coast Bromeliad Society
with his program, Bromeliads 101.
The USF Botanical Gardens Spring Plant Sale will be held April 9th and l0th. Mark
your calendar to help on Saturday and Sunday with the sales. Also set up of the
BGTB booth will be Friday, April 8th with tear down of the booth on Sunday, April l0th.
Our volunteers get into the gardens free so let Tom Wolfe know if you can volunteer
during the weekend. Come out and fellowship with your BGTB members and enjoy
the garden.

Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay
Minutes of Meeting February 21, 2022
Business Meeting Called to Order by Vice President, Carol Wolfe
Welcoming of visitors: Taira Hoopes and Peggy Snyder. New members Debra Fulkerson
and Larissa Bursa were also welcomed.
Secretary’s report as published in the newsletter was accepted.
Treasurer’s report: by Rick Hunter. Will be filed for audit.
Old Business: Membership dues are due. Pay Rick Hunter ASAP. Members were reminded
to pick up plants and take down the display at the Fairgrounds between 11:00 a.m. and 6:00
p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 22.
New Business: World Bromeliad Conference in Sarasota June 8-12. $335.00 if paid by
3/31/22.
Motion was made by Steve Byram to buy a 1/4-page ad in the World Bromeliad Conference
Program. Seconded by Cheryl Victor. Motion carried.
We have been asked to donate raffle baskets for the world conference. Cheryl Victor
volunteered to create the baskets. Please bring items for the baskets to the next meeting.
Announcements: Carol read note from Verna Dickey thanking the club for the donation to
Providence Baptist Church in memory of Bob.
Raffle Plants: were introduced by Tom Wolfe
Birthday Plant: donated by Bill Carr - won by Tom Wolfe
Show and Tell: Kenneth Stokes - Bilbergia amoena rubra crossed with Leptopoda is a short tubular
Bilbergia with the tops of the leaves curled. The leptopoda gives the plant its' shape and mottling. The
Bilbergia amoena rubra the red in the foliage. Ursulaea Macvaughii is one of two plants in the genus.
Tuitensis is a terrestrial, while Macvaughii is an epiphyte. It is a large leathery, green leafed plant that
has a large pendulous bloom with pink scape bracts, frosty white scape and buds with blue petals.
Aechmea capixabae is a medium, green leafed plant with an orange and blue petaled bloom.
Quesnelia liboniana could easily be confused with a Bilbergia. It has tall tubular leaves that end in a
point. The deep blue and red-orange bloom looks much like an abbreviated Bilbergia bloom. It is best
grown as an epiphytic clump. Tom Wolfe - Aechmea cylindrata.

Program was presented by Ray Lemieux. He demonstrated how to clean up plants after they
have been damaged by a freeze.
Meeting adjourned
Raffle: .
Respectfully submitted,
Steve Byram

BGTB MEETING FEBRUARY 21, 2022 SNAPSHOTS

Call to Order
VP Carol Wolfe

Show and Tell - Kenneth Stokes
Ursulaea Macvaughii

Birthday Plant
Donated by Bill Carr

Show and Tell - Kenneth Stokes
Quesnelia liboniana

Our Speaker
Ray Lemieux

Show and Tell - Tom Wolfe
Aechmea cylindrata

Membership Renewal Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay
It’s time to renew your BGTB membership. Your membership expired on December 31.
Please fill out the application/renewal form in this newsletter and bring it to the next
meeting or mail it to Carol Wolfe, 5211 Lake LeClare Rd., Lutz, FL 33558. Only $25.00
for single membership or $30.00 for family. March 31 is the cutoff date.
March 26-27, Tampa GreenFest Tampa Garden Club, 2629 Bayshore Drive,
Tampa, FL, 9am-4pm each day (https://www.tampagardenclub.com/event/tampagreenfest/)
April 9-10, USF Botanical Gardens Spring Plant Sale University of South Florida,
Tampa, FL 10am-3pm each day (https://www.usf.edu/arts-sciences/botanicalgardens/)
April 23-24, Green Thumb Festival, Walter Fuller Park, 7891 26 Avenue North, St.
Petersburg, FL, 9am-4pm each day (http://www.stpeteparksrec.org/greenthumb/)
June 8-11, 24th World Bromeliad Conference, The Big Show, BSI’s 70th
Anniversary Hyatt Regency Hotel, Sarasota, FL (https://www.bsi.org/new/
conference-corner/)

March Birthdays: Happy Birthday to Paula Benway, Diane HarderDeminico, and Robert Nelson,

Refreshments
Refreshments for the March 21 meeting will be provided by
Mary Szeja, Diane Harder-Deminico, and Martha Kirby

Sunshine Greetings
Please notify Verna Dickey of any illness, surgery, birth of a child, death in
the family, or other concerns you or another member may have.
Call 813-244-3637 or email vernadickey@aol.com

Officers for 2022
President: Julie Lessard 813-600-9771 taxxmaam@gmail.com
Vice President: Carol Wolfe 813-376-5251 bromstudio@hotmail.com
Secretary: Steve Byram 813-361-4035 byramsteve@gmail.com
Treasurer: Rick Hunter 813-657-2305 rg.hunter@verizon.net
Newsletter Editor: Marilyn Byram 813-563-1532 bgtbnewsletter@gmail.com
Directors:
Mike Foley 813-289-7888 MHF0813@aol.com
Martha Kirby 813-810-7617 mjkirby21@gmail.com
Mark Victor 727-271-0497 chermar75@yahoo.com
Tom Wolfe 813-391-1542 bromscape@outlook.com

Bromeliads Online
Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay
www.bromeliadguildoftampabay.org
Look for us on Facebook Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay

Cedar Lakes Woods and
Gardens, Williston, FL

Bromeliad Society International— www.bsi.org
Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies— www.fcbs.org
Marie Selby Botanical Gardens— www.selby.org
Bromeliads Online - http://www.bromeliads.co.nz/index.html

BROMELIAD GUILD
OF TAMPA BAY
Membership Application/Renewal
Memberships: January 1 to December 31 each Year
Please Print
Name ______________________________________ Birth Month __________
Second Name ________________________________ Birth Month __________
Phone (_____)__________________ Email _____________________________
Address __________________________________________________________
City ________________________________ State __________ ZIP __________
Date of Application ____________________________
Please check one:
_____ $25.00 Single Membership
_____ $30.00 Family Membership

Make checks payable to BGTB
Submit with application to:
Carol Wolfe
5211 Lake LeClare Rd.
Lutz, Florida 33558

FOR FIRST-TIME MEMBERS: did you hear about BGTB?
___ Friend

___ Newspaper

___ Facebook

___ BGTB Website

___ Plant Festival or Show

___ Other (Please specify) ___________________________________________________________

Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay, Inc.
Established 1963
Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of every month.
Plant sales at 6:30 p.m. Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
Where: American Legion Building, 6918 North Florida Avenue, Tampa
Informative programs, Show & Tell, plant sales, door prizes, raffle &
refreshments
BGTB is affiliated with Bromeliad Society International, The Cryptanthus Society, Inc.,
Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies, Inc., and Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, Sarasota, FL.

Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay Newsletter

The Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay, Inc. was organized in 1963.
BGTB is affiliated with the following: Bromeliad Society International,
The Cryptanthus Society, Inc., Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies,
Inc., and Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, Sarasota, FL.
When: Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of every month.
Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
Where: American Legion Building, 6918 North Florida Avenue, Tampa
Informative programs, workshops, Show & Tell, plant sales, door
prizes, raffle & refreshments
Visitors welcome!
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