
Final Minutes 
MINUTES OF THE FLORIDA COUNCIL OF BROMELIAD SOCIETIES 

June 22, 2019 
Opening:   

Mike Saunders thanked the Caloosahatchee Bromeliad Society for arranging the tasty Asian buffet at the home  
of Debbie McPhail, 3596 McGregor Blvd, Ft. Myers, 33901.  Fellow hostesses: Betty Ann and Myra, kept our 
glasses filled and thirsts quenched.  Council members thoroughly enjoyed the garden full of bromeliads, 
orchids and most all the pink flamingo in the pool!   
 
The meeting started promptly at 1pm. 
 

 

FCBS Member Representatives Present:    
Bromeliad Society of Central Florida: Betsy McCrory & Mike Saunders; Bromeliad Society of South Florida:  
Patty Gonzalez & Mike Michalski; Bromeliad Society of the Palm Beaches: Nick Bethmann & Tom Ramiccio; 
Florida East Coast Bromeliad Society: Jack Dunlop, Calandra Thurrott; Gainesville Bromeliad Society:  Sandy 
Burnett; Sarasota Bromeliad Society: Marian Kennell & Nancy Abramson;  Seminole Bromeliad and Tropical 
Plant Society: Greg Kolojeski; Treasure Coast Bromeliad Society: Lynn Marino;  Florida West Coast Bromeliad 
Society: Linda Sheetz & Richard Poole; Caloosahatchee Bromeliad Society: Vicky Chirnside & Larry Giroux; 
Weevil Committee: Jay Thurrott and Dr. Howard Frank 
 
 
Absent Members: Webmaster Mike Andreas, Bromeliad Guild of Tampa: Tom & Carol Wolfe, Treasurer: 
Sudi Hipsley,  
 
Guests: Steven Provost, BSI Archives; Dennis Giardina, and Mark Kennell. 
 
 
 
 
 

Officers Reports:   
Minutes of February 23, 2019 meeting: Sandy Burnett, Secretary, submitted this report four weeks after the  
meeting and representatives had two weeks to respond.  Minutes were approved. 
 
 
Treasurer Report: was accepted.  Betsy McCrory says the audit has been done and all looks good.    
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Committee Reports:  
 
 Webmaster—Michael Andreas submitted the following June Web Report: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
FCBS Newsletter Report: Carol Wolfe did another Great Job with the FCBS newsletter!  Thank you, Carol! 
 
Weevil Committee:  Jay Thurrott advised that there is one vacancy on the 3-member committee.   
Dr. Howard Frank gave a current status of the Weevil Program. Challenges are the lack of trained personnel and lab 
equipment to perform genetic analysis. See the following report on page 3. 
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Pg 3 Dr. Howard Frank’s report  



 
 
 
 
 

FCBS Roster:  2019 roster came out and looks good. 
 
 
Bromeliad Judge Training School:  Vicky Chirnside announced that all 12 judge trainees passed and the second  
training will be November 2nd.  There has been a loss of 6 judges. 
 
 
Archives:  Steven Provost, Chair, reported that BSI has received a $2,500 grant to organize materials.   
Ron Schoenau donated materials collected by Carolyn. 
 
 
BSI News: Greg Kolojeski reported that Steve Reynolds died suddenly.  BSI will have a board meeting  
at the Extravaganza in September.  The BSI WBC will have 8 speakers. 
 
 

2020 World Conference Update/Greg Kolojeski & Marian Kennell:  Hotel reservations can now 
 be made at the Sarasota Hyatt Regency, rooms are $149 + 12% tax.  No resort fee and parking will 
 be FREE.   
Theme will be “the Big Show” as the Ringling Brothers Circus has it winter home in Sarasota.    
Help is needed with poster design and also volunteers.  Each FCBS affiliated society is asked to make a 
memorial  
slide show or create a plant exhibit.  Plants will also be needed for judging, so encourage FCBS members to 
bring plants for exhibition.  They must be clean and ready to show and may come from out of state.   
Perhaps the FCBS can host a “Meet ‘n Greet”?  See attached handout: 
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    Old Business             Pg 6 

Extravaganza 2019, Sept 20—22/Mark Saunders:  Encourage folks to attend.  Attendees get a pre-sale  
opportunity on Friday, Sept 20th, evening.  Saturday, Sept 21st plant sale, 9am to 4pm, is open to ALL, there  
will be a rare plant auction, parking is FREE.  Thus far, 10 vendors are participating including one selling 
driftwood, any FCBS affiliated society may have a table & sell plants.  Saturday night dinner for spouse is $40 and 
Sunday (optional) tours are $20. 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Shopping Bag Sponsorship:  Sample of tote bag below.  Discussion of quantity to order and how to dispense. 
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       Rare Plant Auction:  chaired by Vicky Chirnside 
 

Each FCBS affiliated society is to provide 5 rare or semi-rare plants and or bromeliad-related items ie., raffle 
basket. 
All items are to be delivered to the auction room on Saturday, Sept 21st, in the morning (they cannot be accepted 
on Friday). 
 
 
         All member societies are asked to publicize the Extravaganza. 
 
 
New Business:  none 
 
Updates and news from Member Societies:  each member society shared the previous 3 months of 
programs/speakers held at their meetings. 
  



Next meeting will be Saturday, October 26, 2019 and will be hosted by the Bromeliad Society of the 
Palm Beaches. 
 
Announcements:  Caloosahatchee Bromeliad Society will host their annual December Bromeliad Sale & Show:   
December 13, 14 and 15.th. 
 

Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully scribed, Sandy Burnett, FCBS secretary, sandyojo@gmail.com  (352) 376-2040 
 

 

        

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pg 8 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:sandyojo@gmail.com

