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CATCHING UP, STAYING EVEN  
BY CAROL WOLFE  

 

Ah, the title of this column makes me stop and wonder, do we 

ever get caught up? much less stay even?  Remember the 

good oleô days? What ever happened to those organized days 

when there were proper chores to be done each day of the 

week: "Washing on Monday, Ironing on Tuesday, Mending 

on Wednesday, Churning on Thursday, Cleaning on Friday, 

Baking on Saturday, Resting on Sunday."  Summers were 

busy with gardening, berry picking, swimming, vacations, and 

family reunions to attend.  It was a chance to see the once a 

year ñAunts, Uncle, & Cousins.ò Which brings us to the next 

thought, when was the last time you saw your ñBromeliad 

Family?ò Well, thereôs going to be an annual family reunion 

this summer on September 26, 2015 in Miami known as the 

ñExtravaganza.ò  Have you made your plans to attend? The 

Bromeliad Society of South Florida will be the host club and 

they will make you feel welcome and they know how to have 

a party! There are a lot of hard working members in the BSSF 

preparing for your arrival so make your plans to attend now! 

Information on the following pages will help you in making 

your reservations. We want to see you there! 

 

 

I trampled through our snake infested swamp to take the pictures on this page. I am not kidding! You can verify my story 

by asking Dean Fairchild if he was watching a diamondback rattlesnake in the brush while husband, Tom, went to get the 

shotgun! Of course, it disappeared before he returned! But I loved this beautiful 

clump of Billbergia pyramidalis the minute I saw it.  And once I saw the clump in 

the trees, I forgot all about my feet and focused on the bromeliads.  I snapped a lot 

of pictures of it and later in the summer hurricane winds blew it out of the trees 

breaking it into many pieces. The year was 2005 which was the same year that the 

National Hurricane Center, after 21 named storms, run out of names, (and we can 

never forget Katrina) so they had to continue naming the storms using the 

alphabet (Alpha, Beta, etc.) So these unforgettable pictures have a lot of memories 

and history attached to them. 

 

We are pleased to have all our guest contributors this month: Karen 

Andreas her article and great collection of Billbergia pictures, Beautiful 

Billbergias; Jay Thurrott contributed a great article, Donôt be too Quick to 

Throw Them Out and pictures from the FCBS meeting; our steadfast 

informative contributors on the Weevil Research with great information 

and pictures from Teresa Cooper and Ron Cave; Ron Schoenau 

contribution of the Growing Tillandsia article which he edited; draft 

minutes of the FCBS meeting from Rick Ryals; and a new page to feature 

member societies.  

 

A big THANK YOU to all for your contributions to this Newsletter 

and making it interesting for our readers! Readers, I bet you have a story or photograph that you would like to 

shareéemail it for the next addition! 

Billbergia pyrami dalis photo by Carol Wolfe© 

Clump of Billbergia pyrami dalis 

Photo by Carol Wolfe© 

http://www.hoover.archives.gov/LIW/pioneering/pioneering_pepin-chores.html#wash
http://www.hoover.archives.gov/LIW/pioneering/pioneering_pepin-chores.html#iron
http://www.hoover.archives.gov/LIW/pioneering/pioneering_pepin-chores.html#mend
http://www.hoover.archives.gov/LIW/pioneering/pioneering_pepin-chores.html#churn
http://www.hoover.archives.gov/LIW/pioneering/pioneering_pepin-chores.html#clean
http://www.hoover.archives.gov/LIW/pioneering/pioneering_pepin-chores.html#bake
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Extravaganza?? An annual event to provide a time to see, to sell and to buy bromeliads, a time to visit, a 

time to learn, a time to make new friends and a time to renew old friendshipsé.itôs a great day and 

evening of fun!!   

 

Have you ever thought about all 

the interesting people that you 

have met through bromeliads? If 

it had not been for your mutual 

interest in bromeliads, your paths 

may not have crossed in this life 

and you would have missed 

getting to know these special 

people.  

 

So we want ñyouò to put the next 

Extravaganza on your calendar 

and make your reservations to 

attend.  

 

Here is the information:       

When:  

September 26, 2015 

 

Where:  

Miami Airport Convention 

Center  

711 Northwest 72
nd

 Ave 

Miami, FL 33126 

 

Rooms:  

Double Tree by Hilton Hotel  

TEL: +1-305-261-3800 

 Use the Group code: "BRO" 

whether calling, faxing, or 

emailing reservations.  

Book online:  

           

doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/

personalized/M/MIAMADT -BRO-

20150923/index.jhtml 

or go to http://www.bssf-miami.org/ 
  

This poster produced by 

Urszula Dudek of Bromeliad Society of 

South Florida 

http://www.bssf-miami.org/
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2015 - 2016 EVENTS CALENDARS 

 

May 15, 2015 

Redland International Orchid Festival 

Fruit & Spice Park 

24801 SW 187
th
 Ave., Miami, FL 

http://www.redlandorchidfestival.org/ 

 

May 22-24, 2015 

32
nd

 Annual Cactus and succulent Show 

11000 SW Red Road (57
th
 Ave.), Pinecrest, FL  

(305) 669-6990; soflacactus@earthlink.com 

 

July 11, 2015 

Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies Meeting 

Sarasota, FL 

 

July 22-24, 2015 

Caladium Festival 

DeVance Park 

Lake Placid, FL 33852 

http://www.lpfla.com/caladium.htm 

 

August 15-16, 2015  
Seminole Bromeliad Tropical Plant Society Sale 

The Garden Club of Sanford 

Sanford, FL 

Ben Klugh at Klughka@yahoo.com 

 

September 26, 2015  
Bromeliad Extravaganza  

hosted by the Bromeliad Society of South Florida.  

ñBromeliads in the Magic Cityò.  

711 NW 72
nd

 Ave, Miami, FL 33126 

 

October 10 ï 11, 2015 Show 

Southwest Guild Bromeliad Society Show  

Kenner, LA 

Contact: Bryan Windham 

brykoo169@aol.com 

 

October 10 ï 11, 2015 

USF Botanical Gardens Fall Sale 

University of South Florida, Tampa, FL 

(cas.usf.edu/garden) 

 

October 10, 2015 

Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies Meeting 

 

June 13-19, 2016  
22nd BSI World Conference hosted by the Houston 

Bromeliad Society  

Houston, TX.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Catopsis 
morreniana    
 Shown by  
George Aldrich  
at the 2004 WBC 
in Chicago. 

mailto:Klughka@yahoo.com
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MEXICAN  BROMELIAD  WEEVIL  REPORT 

JANUARY  ï MARCH  2015 
By TERESA M. COOPER AND RONALD D. CAVE  

1
INDIAN RIVER RESEARCH & EDUCATION CENTER, UF, FT. PIERCE, FL 

 
A pilot project has been initiated at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, in Titusville, to promote, maintain, 

and protect T. utriculata gardens in the forest.  The method developed in the Enchanted Forest will be 

used by other land managers to protect T. utriculata on their land.  Presently, we are working with land 

managers and volunteers at T. Mabry Carlton Jr. Memorial Reserve, Lemon Bay Park, and Manasota 

Scrub Preserve, and we are planning to work with the managers and volunteers at Loxahatchee National 

Wildlife Refuge and Myakka River State Park.  So far, at the Enchanted Forest, we have created four T. 

utriculata gardens with a total of 124 medium to large plants and 913 small plants.  The medium to large 

plants have been attached to trees using burlap or Thule and the small plants have been placed in 1ô Ĭ 1ô 

cedar boxes with mesh bottoms so rain water will drain through, and the boxes were hung from trees.  All 

of the plants in the gardens were rescued from the forest floor.  We are developing and researching 

methods using repellants, augmentative biological control, and insecticides to control the weevil in these 

gardens.  These methods are still in the early stages of research and are not yet ready to be tested in the 

field, therefore, this season we will rely on physical methods to protect the T. utriculata plants in the 

gardens, including putting those plants near seed production in cages, and by monitoring for and 

removing weevil-infested plants from the gardens.  See figures 1 ï 6 for images of the gardens in the 

Enchanted Forest. 

 

The Mexican bromeliad weevils that were brought back from Belize are doing well.  Our laboratory 

colony has grown from 39 to 81 individuals and we are in the process of collecting data on growth and 

oviposition behavior of this form of the weevil, to compare with the form of the weevil we have in Florida 

(that originally came from Mexico).  The Tillandsia utriculata that were collected in Belize and sent to 

Florida have recovered from being processed and shipped and we are continuing our research to compare 

the Belize form of T. utriculata with the Florida form of T. 

utriculata. 

 

Sentinel Mexican bromeliad weevil larvae were placed in the 

field at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary to detect for the possible 

establishment of L. franki on 14 January, 21 January, 28 January, 

and 4 February.  No flies have been recovered. 

 

Presentations: 

Cooper TM.  14 January 2015.  History and update of the 

Mexican bromeliad weevil.  Giant Air Plant Workshop, Venice, 

Florida. 
Cooper TM.  3 February 2015.  New tactics for saving 

Floridaôs native bromeliads.  Florida West Coast Bromeliad 

Society, Clearwater, Florida. 

  

Figure 1:  Donna Day and Ernie Winn (from the Carlton 
Reserve, visiting the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary), and 

Armand De Filippo (a volunteer from the Sea Rocket 

Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society) preparing a 

new garden site in the Enchanted Forest. 
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Figure 2:  Armand De Filippo  

examining a bromeliad to make sure 

 it is not infested with the Mexican bromeliad weevil. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.Figure 5:  Tillandsia 

utriculata bromeliads 

attached to a tree. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Figure Figure 3:Tillandsia utriculata 

bromeliads collected in a basket 

and taken to the new garden in the 

Enchanted Forest. 

 

Figure 4:  Donna Day 

attaching a rescued  

T. utriculata bromeliad to the 

trunk of a tree 

 

FFigure 6:  Small T. 

utriculata  

pplants in nursery 

boxes 

 


