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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

As we come to the close of September 

2013, I thought I would re-cap a few very 

recent and important Cryptanthus Society 

events worthy of sharing: the newly adopted 

Cryptanthus Society logo, the 2013 

Cryptanthus Society International Show / 

combined Auctions and 2013 Cryptanthus 

Society Board Meeting. 

 

In an effort to stay current with the times 

and provide a fresh new image for visual 

representation, the Cryptanthus Society Board of Directors agreed at the 

2012 Board Meeting to discuss possible redesign of the CS logo. Following 

a healthy discussion and sparked interest, the Cryptanthus Society Logo 

Committee was formed. The Board of Directors fully reviewed the history of 

the only official CS logo having first appeared in the JFM 1988 Cryptanthus 

Society Journal, the importance of retaining certain elements for redesign 

and adopted specific criteria, including complete rules of eligibility for a 

contest. Under the direction of the CS Board of Directors, the committee 

consisting of Steve Hoppin, Chairman, Carole Richtmyer, Gary Turner, Greg 

and Narelle Aizlewood and Larry Giroux was to orchestrate the contest open 

to all individuals.  Larry Giroux, CSJ editor published all pertinent infor-

mation starting in the JFM2013 CSJ and subsequent Journals through late 

August. He was responsible for 

receiving all entries to the contest 

and forwarding electronic copies to 

the CS Board for vote just shy of 

the annual board meeting. The un-

veiling of the winning entry was 

shared at the Saturday, September 

7, 2013 Banquet of the combined  

SWBG, Greater Dallas/Ft. Worth, 

Cryptanthus Shows in Dallas, Tex-

as. The winning designs, submitted 

by Gary Turner, CS Webmaster 

To the left are two of the 

additional entries in the logo 

contest, which were not selected. 

Top drawing is that by  Pat 

Pennell and the lower design 

was submitted by Dr. Larry 

Giroux. 



 

Cryptanthus Society Journal  Vol. XXVIII No.3 July-Sept 2013                                                69 

(colored version pictured on the front cover of this publication) were very 

well received. He has graciously agreed to give up ownership to the Cryptan-

thus Society of the design.  As winner of the contest Gary will receive a free 

three year membership to the Cryptanthus Society.  I would like to thank 

Gary and all the other individuals for entering the contest with their creative, 

artistic designs and submissions. I would also like to thank and recognize 

Larry Giroux for his valuable assistance on the committee. 

 

The 2013 International Cryptanthus Show was recently held in conjunction 

with the Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show and hosted by the Greater Dallas/ 

Fort Worth Bromeliad Society.  The show was held in a spacious room on 

the second floor of the Crowne Plaza Hotel and consisted of many well 

grown Cryptanthus species, cultivars and hybrids. It was judged on Saturday, 

September 7th  by BSI Panel Judges Rick Ryals, Wray Page and Chris 

Krumrey. The top horticultural award, the Grace Goode Silver Ingot, went to 

Carole Richtmyer with one of her hybrids, a single, blooming  C. ‘William 

Richtmyer’ and the top artistic winner was Dr. Larry Giroux’s Artistic Ar-

rangement, “Sparkling Pinks” featuring C. bivittatus ‘Pink Starlight’ and one 

of his own hybrids C. ‘Anubis’.  The Lou Trahan Sweepstakes winner was 

Dr. Steve Reynolds.   My congratulations go to all the top bench achievers 

and many thanks to all the exhibitors and volunteers for their support and 

work. My sincere and deepest appreciation is extended to the SWBG and 

GD/FWBS for the invitation to join them in this memorable event. And, of 

course, I cannot forget to thank Larry Giroux once again for a fine job as 

usual with the head table design and placement. 

 

The combined SWBG/GDFWBS/CS Auction held following the dinner ban-

quet was quite a success. Many beautiful and desirable bromeliads, including 

a large selection of diverse Cryptanthus, dominated the items for the auction. 

In addition, other items including a framed stained glass pineapple, exotic 

driftwood, etc. stimulated attendees and received competitive bids.  Selby 

Gardens once again supported the CS through their generous donation of 

Cryptanthus species. I would like to recognize and thank all the individuals 

that donated auction items and plants to benefit the CS, as well as the volun-

teers that assisted in organization, acquisition and prep of all donations.        

 

On Sunday, September 8th at 9:00AM the Annual Cryptanthus Society Board 

Meeting was held and a quorum met.  The agenda included officers’, direc-

tors’, financial and committee reports, old and new business, election of of-

ficers and end of the year CS donations/contributions. Minutes to this meet-

ing will be available for publication in an up-coming CSJ, but in the mean-

time I would like to recognize and extend a sincere and warm thank you to 

out-going International Regional Director Greg Aizlewood of Australia. 

Throughout Greg’s terms of office he has been very successful in promoting 

and stimulating interest in the genus Cryptanthus, as well as CS membership 

in his region. Greg nominated a fellow mate, Doug Cross for this elected 
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SECRETARY’S MESSAGE 

position.  Doug Cross, also of Australia has a strong interest in the genus 

Cryptanthus and has demonstrated a desire to serve, support and promote the 

CS as International Regional Director. Following the unanimous vote by the 

Board, I would like to officially welcome Doug Cross to the Cryptanthus 

Society Board of Directors as the new International Regional Director. 

 

I would like to thank each and every one of our important Cryptanthus Socie-

ty members, all elected / appointed CS Officers / committee members, and 

world wide horticultural organizations for their continued support.  We be-

long to a unique, specialty organization dedicated to the very special genus 

“Cryptanthus” that through time has become a very popular and desirable 

potted and landscape bromeliad to grow. I trust our recent CS events re-

capped above demonstrate our sincere and continued efforts to serve the 

membership and work well with other common goal, related organizations.        

 

As our fresh, new face for visual representation; that being our newly adopt-

ed Cryptanthus Society logo, makes its debut world-wide, be sure to know 

that although we have a new face, we remain the same dedicated organi-

zation… “The Cryptanthus Society”.  
 

Steve Hoppin, CS President       

Once again, we’re nearing the end of another year.  Our 

U.S. members are preparing for fall and before we 

know it, winter, although our more fortunate members 

Down Under are looking forward to spring and 

summer.  Here in Houston, I think the Cryptanthus in 

our greenhouse actually look better during fall weather 

due to the lower temperatures we experience at night.  

The hot, dry summer weather and brighter light seem to 

darken their color and encourage more unruly growth, 

at least under our growing conditions.  Color can 

change so much that plants sometimes go from light 

red to dark (like C. ‘Brimstone’ and C. ‘Eternal Love’) or from black to rusty 

brown (i.e. C. ‘Don Garrison’) and almost look like different hybrids.  

Perhaps it’s personal preference, but I like the brighter colors cooler 

temperatures bring. 

The recent Cryptanthus show in Dallas, held in conjunction with the 

Southwest Bromeliad Guild and the Greater Dallas-Ft. Worth Bromeliad 

Society, was a special experience for me.  I was thrilled to win the Grace 

Goode Silver Ingot for Best in Show and several other awards for plants I 

had entered (Rick also won Best in Show in the Guild Show, but that’s 

another story).   It seems our hard work to prepare and bring plants to Dallas 
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was a worthwhile effort.  And it was hard work; we were pretty tired by the 

time we got home, but we can’t complain about the results! 

Word of warning to everyone to use caution when you are bringing plants to 

a show: Be sure to protect them during transport, as I had a number of 

damaged plants that I wasn’t even aware I had exposed to too much sunlight 

(or heat).  I think some of them may even have been hurt when we got home, 

by placing them back in bright locations when they had spent close to a week 

in transit and in a relatively dark showroom.  Even after all my years of 

showing plants, I learned (again) that you can never be too careful. 

As I’m sure you will see elsewhere in this Journal, the plant that won Best in 

Show was Cryptanthus ‘William Richtmyer’, one of my hybrids named after 

a nephew when he was just a child (he’s now in college).  It’s always been 

one of my favorites because I like the conformation, round and symmetrical 

with nice wide leaves.  I have Rick to thank for the award, because I almost 

didn’t bring the plant to the show.  It was in bloom the week before the show 

and I was afraid it would be bloomed out by show time.  Rick noticed it in 

the greenhouse, and when I explained why I wasn’t bringing it, he advised 

Cryptanthus 

‘Strawberries Flambe’, 

a Jim Irvin hybrid is a 

good example of many 

cryptanthus that are 

affected by heat and 

increased light. The 

upper photo  by Alvin 

Cheong of Malaysia, is 

of  ‘Strawberries 

Flambe‘ grown in full 

equatorial sun from 

morning to night . It 

receives water only 

twice a week. The lower 

picture  is by Jim Irvin 

and is of a plant grown 

under about 40% shade 

cloth, about 4 hours per 

day of direct sun pass-

ing through the screen 

and unlimited moisture 

as needed.  
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EDITOR’S EDICT 

It is hard to believe that we are less than a year away 

from the next WBC. Although, there has been great in-

ternational attendance at other BSI’s WBCs, the venue, 

Hawaii, of this conference, should really be a draw for 

so many more non-US Bromeliad Society International 

and Cryptanthus Society members and bromeliad enthu-

siasts.  

Over 20% of the Cryptanthus Society’s membership are 

international (non-US). This is in large part due to our 

retiring International Regional Director, Greg Aizle-

wood. I, as Editor of our Journal, would like to take some of the credit for 

our increased non-US readers’ interest , but I’ll give the majority of the ku-

dos to Greg and his wife (Narelle) for their efforts. In this issue is another 

example of Greg’s dedication to bromeliads and particularly to cryptanthus 

with his report on the Bob and Mavis Paulsen Day, which has become a well 

attended yearly event. Bob Paulsen, as many of you will recall from a previ-

ous article published in this Journal, was a talented grower of bromeliads, 

with an emphasis on the terrestrials including dyckias and especially 

cryptanthus.  He was also much more than a grower; he nurtured passion and 

interest in the plants within anyone that knew him and his plants.  Greg 

seems to be doing the same thing with cryptanthus in those people he talks 

to. Although, he is retiring as Director, he promises to continue his work 

with the Cryptanthus Society. 

Hawaii has always been very protective of their environment and of their 

lush gardens, and rightly so. During my many trips to the islands, I have 

that it was pretty enough to take anyway.  So I did, and obviously Rick’s 

judgment was right.  Turns out ‘William’ is one of those crypts whose 

inflorescence lasts for a couple of weeks and still looks good. 

The Society has a lot of people to thank for helping with the show, certainly 

the Southwest Guild and the members of the Dallas area bromeliad society.  

Not to mention our hard working Board, especially Steve Hoppin and Larry 

Giroux, for putting everything together and organizing the Rare Plant 

Auction.  Thanks to everyone who donated plants and their time and hard 

work to make the show such a success.  There will be much more elsewhere 

in this Journal about the show, so hopefully you’ll read all about it – and be 

so intrigued that you’ll plan on attending the next one. 

Carole Richtmyer, CS Secretary 
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been captivated by the numerous public and private gardens, as well as the 

well stocked nurseries. Many of which will be available for tours during the 

conference. On one of my first trips there, I brought a separate suitcase full 

of bare-root cryptanthus to be given to friends including the late, Hatsumi 

Maertz. The story I received at the airport was that to protect the pineapple 

crop, which is a bromeliad, no bromeliads, including cryptanthus, could be 

imported into the islands. They confiscated my bag, but to their credit, re-

turned it to me on my departure 3 weeks later. Have you seen tightly paper 

wrapped crypt offsets deprived of water and light for nearly a month?  We 

have been promised that this will not be the case for the conference. Accord-

ing to BSI officials, Sharon Petersen, a prominent bromeliad grower in Oahu, 

Hawaii, has agreed to work with vendors, exhibitors, the airlines and the US/

Hawaiian plant inspectors to arrange for imported bromeliads to be held at 

the airport, inspected and be transported to the conference hotel. There will 

be no problem shipping plants back home following the event. 

In future issues, I will publish details concerning procedures to import plants 

for the sale and show, for our members who plan on attending. 

Talking about international members, I would like to make a plug for the 

Cryptanthus Society. To all of our current subscribers, especially you who 

spend time on the internet at sites like Planet Cryptanthus. Please, during 

your conversations, encourage others who have an interest in cryptanthus, to 

join the Cryptanthus Society. For a single member, International membership  

is currently still US$25. Our Treasurer can help process your payment 

through major credit cards without paying for an expensive money order. 

During my exposure on the internet, I have met many potential CSJ subscrib-

ers who can enhance their enjoyment of their hobby with our Journal. 

In conclusion, I also want to thank all those people who helped with the 

Cryptanthus Society’s portion of the SWBG’s event. Since I have been re-

sponsible for transporting most of the rare plant auction plants, when an ICS 

is held a distance from Florida, it becomes a much great burden. Assistance 

from local players does mean a lot.  

Dr. Larry Giroux, CS Editor.    

 

Non-US Subscribers to the Cryptanthus Society Journal...before you 
send in your renewal dues by international money order, please check 

with the CS Treasurer– Allyn Pearlman 
6422 Bankside Drive Houston, Tx 77096   

713-858-3047-cell  713-772-7831-home   deliboys@comcast.net 

To see if there is a less expensive alternative. 
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The 13th Biennial 

International Cryptanthus Show (ICS) 

The Show 

 There were 9 exhibitors, coming from as far away as Florida, Cali-

fornia and Michigan. The final total of exhibits was 53 with 43 horticultural 

and 10 artistic entries. There was no lack of plants eyeing for top awards 

with 39 Award of Merit (a score of 95 points or better out of 100) ribbons 

and 12 Blue ribbons given out by the judges. Believe it or not there were 

only 2 Red Ribbons. Check out the pictures of all the top award winners. 

When you see any of these winning members and friends, give them the 

congratulations they deserve. 

The Auction 

 Auction plants were fewer than in past years as was the number of 

entries in the Show. Those few individuals who did donate were, however, 

generous with their gifts. Besides the recent new hybrid releases from Carole 

Richtmyer, Steve Hoppin and Larry Giroux, this year Ed Edmiston, of the 

Greater New Orleans Bromeliad Society, generously donated several of his 

new registrations to spice up the bidding.  

 This year, due to the exceptional efforts of Angel Lara, the on-

hands grower for bromeliads at Marie Selby Botanic Gardens, there was no 

lack of healthy cryptanthus species. Angel, concerned about losing crypt 

species from unforeseen  circumstances as has happened in the past, started 

last year to pot up extra offsets and tended them separate from the main col-

lection. Fortunately the main collections of cryptanthus did very well this 

year. So instead of taking offsets from the collection, I was allow to chose 

plants from this extra groupings. Bidders were therefore offered large, estab-

lished clumps of rare cryptanthus species, unlike previous years. Again 

many thanks to all our donors and especially Selby and their staff for their 

over the top generosity and concern for the Cryptanthus Society.  

 With 50 items in this year’s auction we raised about $1600; alt-

hough much of this is donated back to various organizations, our portion will 

continue to allow me to publish our colorful journal. 

  

Head-table to the left, Show-table to the Right…. 
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The Grace Good  

Silver Ingot  

 

Best in Show Award 

This award is given to the 

most outstanding horticultur-

al entry in Divisions I, II & III 

 

Exhibitor:  

Carole Richtmyer 

 

Cryptanthus  

‘William Richtmyer’ 
 

See Front Cover  

for larger picture   

Div I - Best of Division Individual Cryptanthus 

Cryptanthus ’Thelma O’Reilly’  Exhibitor: Larry Giroux 
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Div I Sec B Best of Section Individual Non-Blooming Cryptanthus 

Cryptanthus warasii     Exhibitor: Steve Hoppin 

Div II - Best of Division Multiple Cryptanthus  

Cryptanthus ’Platinum Blonde’   Exhibitor: Carole Richtmyer 

Div II Sec B Best of Section Multiple Foliage Cryptanthus 

Cryptanthus ’Cape Coral’    Exhibitor: Larry Giroux 



 

Cryptanthus Society Journal  Vol. XXVIII No.3 July-Sept 2013                                                77 

Div II Sec A Best of Section Multiple Blooming Cryptanthus 

Cryptanthus ’Stephen Hoppin’  Exhibitor: Steve Reynolds 

Div II Sec B Best of Section Multiple Foliage Cryptanthus 

Cryptanthus ’Cape Coral’    Exhibitor: Larry Giroux 
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Div III - Best of Division Horticultural Display  

Cryptanthus warren-loosei     Exhibitor: Larry Giroux 

Div III SecB - Best of Section  Horticultural Display 

Cryptanthus bahianus    Exhibitor: Steve Reynolds 
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The Michael Young  

Best Artistic Entry in 

Show Award 
This award is given to the most 

outstanding Artistic Entry in 

Divisions V (Decorative Con-

tainers) & IV (Artistic Arrange-

ments) 

Exhibitor:  

Larry Giroux 
“Sparkling Pinks”  with 

Cryptanthus ‘Starlight’ 

Cryptanthus ‘Anubis’ 

  

  

See larger photo on  

back cover. 

Div IV - Best of Division Artistic Arrangements 

“Balance Beam” with Cryptanthus ’Starlight’  

Exhibitor: Allyn Pearlman 
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Div IV SecA-  

Best of Section  

Artistic Arrangements 

 

“Almost Ready” with 

Cryptanthus  

’Jimmy Antle’  

 

Exhibitor:  

Allyn Pearlman 

Div V - Best of Division  

Decorative Containers 

Cryptanthus  

’Very Cold Tooth’    

 

Exhibitor:  

Larry Giroux 
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Div V Sec A -  

Best of Section  

Decorative  

Containers  

 

Cryptanthus  

‘Bonfire’ 

 

Exhibitor:  

Carole Richtmyer 

Bob Whitman 

Best  

Cryptanthus 

Species  

Award 

 

Cryptanthus 

teretifolius 

 

Exhibitor:  

Carole  

Richtmyer 
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Warren 

Loose  

Best  

Cryptanthus 

Hybrid 

Award 

  

Cryptanthus 

‘Pele’ 

  

Exhibitor:  

Carole  

Richtmyer 
  

Div VII Sec A -  

Best of Artistic Expression Entries 

Cryptanthus—Wood Carving  Exhibitor: Phil Speer 
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CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT Vol. XXVIII No. 3 

New: 

Ann M.G. Alberti 

1873 Spruce Creek Blvd., E. 

Port Orange, FL  32128 

 

Alvin Dunn 

P.O. Box 103 

La Feria, TX  78559 

956-797-4093 

 

Noel Kennon   

PO Box 731  

Dapto NSW 2530 

Australia 

 

Dorothy Leaning 

POB 121 

Rawnen 0443 

Northland 

New Zealand 

Diane Tuska 

253 Plaza Canada 

Santa Fe, NM  87501 

505-992-2990 

 

Renewals: 

Flo Adams 

Ruby Adams 

Bromeliad Guild of Tampa Bay 

*Caloosahatchee Bromeliad Society  

Florida East Coast Bromeliad Society 

Greater Dallas-Ft. Worth Bromeliad So-

ciety 

Hawaii Bromeliad Society 

Harold Huffman  

Eve Krauth 

Don and Shirley Leonard 

*Betty Ann Prevatt 

Steve Reynolds  

Rick Ryals 

Judy Shaw 

Jeannine Steinmetz 

* indicates Charter Member 

SWEEPSTAKES WINNER   Exhibitor: Steve Reynolds 

Representative cryptanthus— Cryptanthus ‘Thriller’ 
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Redesign of the CS Logo Contest  

Many thanks to all who submitted entries for the New CS Logo Contests.  

However, special congratulations go to Gary Turner, our CS Webmaster 

for his set of designs, which will now substitute in all the places where we 

use our logo. Gary will be receiving a three year subscription to the CS 

Journal as his prize for his winning submissions. The following is the let-

ter Gary submitted with his entries explaining his designs. Again, thanks to 

all the participants and judges for being part of CS’s future.  

New Cryptanthus Society Logo Contest Submission 
By Gary Turner - behrtek@yahoo.com - 860-221-8800  

 For my entries in the Cryptanthus Society's new logo contest in 

2013, I tried to create an updated, colorful, visually appealing, and distinctly 

recognizable image, that closely resembles the original Cryptanthus Society 

logo created by Warren Loose and Bob Whitman when the society was initial-

ly formed back 

in 1986. 

 In developing my new versions of the CS logo, I strived to repli-

cate the original logo as closely as possible, especially with similar text and 

stars. However, the original logo from 1986 did not have a very clear illus-

tration of Cryptanthus fosterianus. The level of detail, or lack of detail, was 

extremely poor. My design incorporates a much more detailed, hand drawn, 

stylized Cryptanthus, so that, even if the logo is enlarged many times, there 

will be a noticeable, and recognizable image of a Cryptanthus, even when 

viewed from a variety of distances. I also choose to illustrate a more mature 

plant by including several more leaves. Additional editing or revisions are 

also possible. 

Version # 1 

The Red Version - My initial design uses a dark reddish brown color for the back-

ground of the Cryptanthus leaves, along with a blue background to the oval, 

and a bright yellow for the oval border where the text and stars lie. The 

'white' areas of this design version are actually a very pale pinkish white, in 

an effort to mimic the scurf on the leaves. I also set the outline of all the 

leaves to a very thin ʻwhiteʼ border to make the Cryptanthus leaves stand 

mailto:behrtek@yahoo.com
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out a bit more from the rest of the design. As you will see in the 4 versions 

of the design, I am able to change the colors, if a different color would be 

preferred, or modifications to the leaves. The reddish brown color choice 

also more closely resembles an actual Cryptanthus fosterianus. 

Version # 4 

The Black and White Version - This version is a strictly black and white 

version of my logo design, for use in instances when a 2 color version may be 

required, such as when engraving plaques and awards for shows with the 

Cryptanthus Society logo. Note that the edges of the leaves in this version 

have also been outlined white. 

 

(Editor’s note: Printed below are excerpts from a letter I received from Gary 

Turner just before I was going to press with this issue.) 

“Thank you all so much!  It is actually, interesting to find myself 
now living in The San Francisco area, and a member of a num-
ber of societies, including the SF Bromeliad Society, and look 
back at 1986, when I was a member of the New England Brome-
liad Society and traveled to New Orleans for the World Bromeli-
ad Conference. It was my first conference, and I had the great 
fortune to meet both Warren Loose and Bob Whitman as the 
Cryptanthus Society was just being formed. 
 
Back in 1986, I had no idea how many new species that Bob and 
Warren would be discovering in the wilds of Brazil, or of num-
ber of new hybrids that would be created in the decades that 
have followed.  I could never have imagined that I would even-
tually be creating a new logo for the Cryptanthus Society! 
 
It is rewarding to see that the Cryptanthus Society has survived 
over these many decades.  I have always been excited to read 
that new species of Cryptanthus are still being found in the wild, 
and that new hybridizers are creating and registering new hy-
brids all the time!  I am humbled, honored and proud to be able 
to make any contribution to the society, in whatever way I can.  I 
am certain that Bob, Warren, and all of our many friends would 
be proud of us.  Past members and friends have always been 
such an inspiration to me, and a delight to meet.  Helping the 
Cryptanthus Society, is simply helping friends and extended 
family learn more, share plants and share our enthusiasm for 
Cryptanthus?” 
Thanks, 
Gary  
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New CS International  

Regional Director:   Doug Cross 

I was born in Ipswich where I was educated and 

married, and spent all my working life. Ipswich is 

only 30 minutes’ drive from Brisbane. 

   

My first introduction to bromeliads was through 

Allan Freeman, who lived in Ipswich and was well 

known for his hybridising of Neos.  Twenty years 

ago we moved to Tallegalla, 30 minutes’ drive west 

of Ipswich.  I retired seven years ago. Margaret, my 

wife, had started a small collection of bromeliads, then one Sunday morning 

in 2004 I was reading our local Sunday Mail paper, I saw a photo of a lady 

receiving an OAM for hybridising bromeliads (yes it was Grace Goode).  I 

phoned her that night to find out how we could learn more about these 

beautiful plants.  Grace introduced us to the Sunshine Coast Bromeliad 

Society, which started our addiction, since then we have attended most 

monthly meetings. 

  

 In 2006 I was asked by some local people if I was interested in starting a 

society in the Ipswich area, subsequently the Ipswich and Districts 

Bromeliad Society was established.  I was nominated as the inaugural 

President and presently hold the same position. 

 

I was very interested and fascinated with hybridising and in 2008 I decided I 

would have a go.  I first started with Billbergias and it was only this year 

that I registered my first hybrid (Tallegalla Everest). 

   

The first World Bromeliad Conference we attended was in Cairns in 2008, 

followed by New Orleans (2010) and then Orlando (2012).   After returning 

from New Orleans where I purchased some beautiful Crypt pups that were 

grown by Carol Richtmyer, I decided to have a go at hybridising Crypts. 

Today I now have quite a few beautiful seedlings that I am anxiously 

watching how they are changing colour and markings as they grow. 

 

My other hobby is woodturning, I promised myself a wood lathe when I 

retired, since then I have travelled out into Western Queensland at least once 

a year, collecting some of our beautiful woods mainly acacias, and other 

interesting pieces.  I now have a considerable collection of our local species. 

 

I am honoured to have been elected the Cryptanthus Society’s new 

International Regional Director and will work closely with Greg Aizlewood, 

previous Rep to promote cryptanthus and the Cryptanthus Society. 
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New Cryptanthus Cultivar Registrations 
By Larry Giroux 

Reminicent of the multi-prong hat of a court 

jester, this attractively marked plant retains the lime green color in the 

base of the younger leaves. The reddish color changes with maturity to 

a darker reddish-brown color. 

Cryptanthus ‘Court Jester’ 
Cryptanthus ’Crystal Jackson’ x ’Alternating Current’       

Hybridizer: Steve Hoppin 

Number of leaves: 20+/-; Leaf type: Triangular (narrowly); Leaf 

serration: Dense serration; Leaf undulation: Wavy; Radial symmetry: 

round (full); Cross section: Curving down: (Diameter) Large:  (12-

18in./30-45cm;  Growth habit: Single-flat; Multiples: Mounding; Offset 

reproduction: Basal, between the leaves, ; Petal color: white; Fragrance: 

unknown; Blooming conformation: Flattens, blooms in center of plant; 

SS 2/2008; Distinguishing characteristics:  Distal portions of the leaves 

are reddish, changing to reddish-brown with maturity. Lime green 

diffuses through the leaves, but the base of the younger leaves remain 

green, while the green is lost in the older leaves. There are narrow bars of 

gray scurf along the length of the leaves with spacing decreasing toward 

the periphery. There is a 1 cm faint stripe of scurf in the center of the 

leaves. There is down-turning of leaf edges. Description by Larry Giroux. 

Photo by Steve Hoppin. 

Cryptanthus 

‘Court  

Jester’ 
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Cryptanthus 

‘Love  

Potion #9’ 

Muturity and 

cultural 

conditions 

have an 

influence  on the over all colors and 

scurfy patterns of this plant. The lime 

green remains in  the base of the 

leaves and beneath the scurfy central 

stripe, but the salmon color and 

barring change with maturity.  

Cryptanthus ‘Love Potion #9’ 

Cryptanthus ubairensis (SEL #532) X  ‘Chill Factor’ 

Hybridizer: Steve Hoppin 
Number of leaves: 18+/-; Leaf type: Triangular; Leaf serration: Dense; 

Leaf undulation: Medium; Radial symmetry: Round (full); Cross section:  

Curving up, center ridge; (Diameter) Medium,  8-12in./20-30cm;  Growth 

habit: Single-Upright; Multiples: Mounding; Offset reproduction: Basal, 

between the leaves; Petal color: White; Fragrance: Non-fragrant; Bloom-

ing conformation: Flattens; SS 2/2007; Distinguishing characteristics: The 

wide leaves, in young offsets are lime green with salmon colored edging; 

this edging becomes thicker in width and the salmon color becomes red-

dish-brown with loss of most of the green color as the leaves mature. Wide   

bars of  whitish scurf on the young leaves gradually merge into a wide leaf 

stripe, with denser scurf at the bases. Description by Larry Giroux. Photos 

by Steve Hoppin. 
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 The meeting was scheduled 

for a 12 noon start however, a seri-

ous road accident (no members in-

volved) on the main highway de-

layed the arrival of some members 

so the opening was deferred until 

12.30 p.m. when the President of the 

Sunshine Coast Bromeliad Society – 

Cheryl Basic - opened the proceed-

ings.   

 The first speaker was Greg 

Aizlewood who presented some new plants including C. ‘Bob Paulsen’ and 

C. ‘Miami Heat’, both of which had survived the quarantine.  Greg spoke 

about the importance of supporting the International Cryptanthus Society 

and publically thanked Carol Richtmyer and Stephen Hoppin for providing 

him with these plants at the World Bromeliad Conference in Orlando, Flori-

da. In addition he presented specimens of C. ‘Menescal’, C. ‘Stephen Hop-

pin’, and C. ‘High Voltage’ all of which were well received on their first 

public display in the Sunshine State. 

 The next speaker was Doug Cross, who gave us a great run down 

on the progress of his seedlings.  Doug has been trying his hand at hybridis-

ing and has been achieving some exciting results.  It was pleasing to see the 

variety of leaf colour and shape that his seedlings were developing.  At pre-

sent the largest is the same size as a standard bread and butter plate, but 

Doug assures that they will power 

on during the warmer weather.  He 

advised that the seedlings appeared 

to appreciate the spell of wet weath-

er we have been receiving and 

should show more colour by this 

Bob and Mavis Paulsen Day 

Article and Photos by Greg Aizlewood 

Great turnout for the Annual Bob 

and Mavis Paulsen Day 

Doug and Margaret Cross are 

seen here discussing the imports 

from the last WBC, which they 

babied through quarantine.  
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time next year.  It looks as though Doug may 

need another shade house.  He related how he 

had built a couple of new ones lately, but every 

time he does, his wife Margaret fills them with 

Vrieseas and Neoregelias.  Never mind Doug, 

you have plenty of room, so just one more 

shade house. 

Our next speaker was Margaret Cross, who 

introduced her latest acquisitions from the Or-

lando Conference.  The plants displayed includ-

ed, C. ‘Thriller’, C. ‘Dynasty’, C. ‘Indian Summer’, C. ‘Kaleidoscope’, C. 

‘Larry Giroux’, and C. ‘Brimstone’.  Doug and Margaret have done a mag-

nificent job in getting the plants through quarantine. They live approximately 

100 kms. from the quarantine house and would visit the plants every Monday 

to care for their needs.  They lost one plant from the 50 imported and I be-

lieve that it was a double up.  Doug, Margaret and myself would like to thank 

Olive and Len Trevor for the use of their quarantine house and the supple-

mentary care they provided for the plants during the three month period. 

Nigel Thompson was our next speaker.  Nigel is a highly respected Bromeli-

ad grower in the Sunshine Coast district, and is an excellent presenter.  He 

spoke on his experiences regarding cultivation methods and in particular his 

specimen of C. ‘Brown Sugar’ which appears to have responded favourably 

to his growing techniques.  He stressed the importance of growing Cryptan-

thus under some form of waterproof roof and applying moisture from under-

neath rather than from above.  He also spoke on some of his challenges re-

garding leaf marking and fungal attack with other Cryptanthus during the 

unusually wet summer that we had experienced. 

Len Waite was the final speaker for the afternoon.  Len and wife Sheryl, are 

retirees living in the Sunshine Coast area on a wonderful property called 

“Talbot Lodge”.  They maintain and produce beautiful, well presented speci-

mens of all bromeliad genera, but like a lot of us were smitten by the Bob 

and Mavis Paulsen induced Cryptanthus bug.  The Paulsens were affection-

ately referred to as Mum and Dad in the Waite circles and to this Bob and 

Mavis warmed.  Len has always maintained that Bob taught him a mammoth 

amount about growing Cryptanthus and he still practices those methods to-

A collection of Doug Cross’ cryptanthus 

hybrids, which he has been working on 

these past few years 
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day.   He spoke about the potting mix he uses which consists of a 15mm 

composted bark, some added nutritional elements and a Ph regulator if re-

quired.  In addition he uses a balanced slow release fertilizer which he tops 

up as required while the plants are grown under 75% shade cloth and kept 

moist by watering in the morning.  He did not mention foliar fertilizing, so I 

can only presume that it is not part of his regimen but he and Sheryl are 

among the best Cryptanthus growers in the area.  

 Whilst Nigel and his crew were busily counting votes and allocating 

places in the Popular Vote Plant Competition, the announcement of the clo-

sure for the bidding for the Silent Auction encouraged a renewed interest and 

enthusiasm from the members.  Doug had put a couple of seedlings in the 

Auction and they were being well supported, along with a pup of C. ‘Brown 

Sugar’, a pup of C. ‘Jedda’ with an original Bob Paulsen tag, and a pup of C. 

‘Ken Vinzant’ donated by Cheryl Basic.  Many thanks to out to all those 

members who provided plants for the Auction and the supporters with their 

enthusiastic bidding.  

 The final event for the day was the announcement and presentation 

of the Bob and Mavis Paulsen Perpetual Trophies, which were awarded by 

the President Cheryl Basic. 

 The Advanced Section Single Plant was awarded to Margaret Cross 

with C. ‘Thriller’, second place to Carol Stewart with C. ‘Limelight’, and 

third place to C. warasii entered by Margaret Cross. 

 The Advanced Multiple Plant First went to Carol Stewart who en-

tered C. ‘Snow Rose’, Second was C. ‘Brown Sugar’ which was tabled by 

Nigel Thompson, and Third to a Carol Stewart entry of C. ‘Zonatus Silver’. 

The overall winner of the Advanced Section and recipient of the Bob Paulsen 

Trophy was Carol Stewart. 

 In the Novice Section the Single Plant Group was won by Lou Ran-

dall with a well presented specimen of C. warasii, while Jeanette Robertson’s 

C. ‘Bonnie’ was awarded Second Place and Rob Rose collected Third place 

with a very well grown specimen of C. ‘Moonbeam’. 

In the Multiple Section Greg and Narelle Aizlewood were successful with 

their clump of C. fosterianus ‘Elaine’. Second Place Ngarie Dillon was suc-

cessful with a superb example of C. ‘Black Mystic’, and in Third Place a 

lovely clump of C. marginatus ‘Arlety’ which was tabled by Jeanette Robert-

son. 

           The overall winner of the Novice Section was Greg and Narelle Aizle-

wood and they hold the Mavis Paulsen Trophy for a twelve month period. 

           This year was a particularly good year for the Novelty Section with 

plenty of entries and some very thoughtful designs.  Sheryl Waite’s “Medusa 

Walking Crypt” was a worthy First Prize winner while Carol Stewart’s 

“Wheel” demonstrated an arty touch and took out Second Prize.  Len Waite’s 

“Bicycle” (Melbourne Star is a local band name) was a well thought out and 

presented entry which secured Third Place. 

 A wonderful day was had by all and the President closed the meet-

ing at 3.30 p.m. 
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Sampling of some of the horticultural exhibits shown on Bob and Mavis 

Paulsen Day. Top to bottom, left to right. Clump of  C. marginatus ‘Arlety’ 

tabled by Jeanette Robertson; Rob Rose entered Cryptanthus ‘Moonbeam’; 

Greg and Narelle Aizlewood took 1st place in the Multiple Section with C. fos-

terianus ‘Elaine’, while Ngarie Dillon was successful with C. ‘Black Mystic’ for 

second place. In the Novice Section, 2nd place went to Jeanette Robertson with 

her C. ‘Bonnie’; 1st place was won by C. warasii exhibited by Lou Randall. 
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In the Novelty Section there were several 

interesting eye-catching designs this year. 

You could tell the exhibitors were having 

fun with entries in this Section. See text for 

winners. 
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Earth Star Exchange 

Your Best Source for Cryptanthus Species and the 

Older  and Newest Cultivars - Please  

support Cryptanthus Growers 
Moderator- Virginia Schrenker  Email:  virgl7@yahoo.com (“L”7 not “one”7) 

 

Participation in the Earth Star Exchange is open to both Commercial and Non-

commercial Cryptanthus growers for the exchange or sale of Cryptanthus. Contact 

Virginia Schrenker or Larry Giroux for information on how to join. 

Bird Rock Tropicals 

6587 Black Rail Road 

Carlsbad, CA 92009 

Phone:  760-438-9393 

FAX:  760-438-1316 

Send SASE for price list 

http://www.birdrocktropicals.com 

 

Bromagic Bromeliad Nursery 

Keith Golinski 

421 Hunchy Road 

Palmwoods, QLD, Australia 4555 

Phone/FAX:  07 5445 0441 

bromagic@ozemail.com.au 

http://www.ozemail.com.au/
~bromagic 

 

Rainforest Flora Inc.  

19121 Hawthorne Blvd. 

Torrance, CA 90503  

Phone: (310) 370-8044  

http://www.rainforestflora.com 

 

Dr. Larry Giroux 

3836 Hidden Acres Circle N 

North Fort Myers, Fl 33903 

239-997-2237 

E-mail - DrLarry@comcast.net 

 

 

 

Ronald Bueto 

2339 Big Creek Dr. 

Bogue Chitto, MS 39629 

Phone: 601-757-2421 

ronbueto@bellsouth.net 

kellogg@bellsouth.net  

find me on ebay- look up  

"my earthstars" 
 

 

Michael’s Bromeliads 

973 First Dirt Road 

Venice, Fl 34292 

(941)488-1002  

info@michaelsbromeliads.com 

 

Carole Richtmyer 

18814 Cypress Mountain Drive 

Spring, Texas 77388 

(281) 350-6809, PLANOBROM@aol.com 

 

Stokes Tropicals 

800-624-9706, 337-365-6998, 337-365-6991 

www.stokestropicals.com 

info@stokestropicals.com 

 

Tropiflora 

3530 Tallevast Rd. 

Sarasota, FL 34243-3940 

Phone:  941-351-2267, FAX:  941-351-6985 

http://www.tropiflora.com 
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You are Cordially Invited to Join 

The Bromeliad Society International 
Subscribe now to receive a full color, bimonthly Journal. 

This totally redesigned publication contains articles and 

information for the amateur and the professional. 
Learn about new species, hybrids, botany, collecting, growing, exhibiting and 

judging through the Journal and other publications available through the society. 

Meet other bromeliad enthusiasts around the world through the pages of the Jour-
nal, correspondence, conferences, shows and educational meetings. 

THE PURPOSE OF THIS NON-PROFIT CORPORATION IS TO PROMOTE AND 

MAINTAIN PUBLIC AND SCIENTIFIC INTEREST IN THE RESEARCH, DEVELOP-

MENT, PRESERVATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF BROMELIADS, BOTH NATU-

RAL AND HYBRID, THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 

Everyone interested in bromeliads, in learning more about them, in 
growing them, and participating in the activities of The Bromeliad Soci-
ety International is welcome to become a member. Annual dues are: 

Individual:   USA, $45 (1yr)  $125 (3yrs)    INT,  $50 (1yr)  $140 (3yrs) 

Dual: USA, $60 (1yr)  $170 (3yrs)    INT,  $65 (1yr)  $185 (3yrs) 

For more information including other membership category dues, etc., 

and an application, please write to: Dan Kinnard 6901 Kellyn Lane, Vista 

CA 92084, USA, or e-mail membership@bsi.org. 
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